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SERMON. XXXIV,
1 have waited for thy Salvation, O Lord.

-

He dying Swan’s Song, though now found to bea Fa-~
ble, yet if moralized of a dying -Chriftian, may of-
tentimes prove a real Truth : for, whereas the dying
Man’s Breath ufeth to favour of the Earth, whither

l;: is going, the believing Soul, then efpecially, breaths Hes-

-ven, towhich it is then afcending. Some Books, which con=
tain Apophtbegmata meriensinm, tell us how,when their Tongues
faulter in their Mouthes, they are wont to fpeak Apophthegmes 3
but in God’s Book, we find them uttering Oracles. Whata
fwect Breath, and Divine Airwas thatin old Simeon’s Nune Di-

‘mittis? Paul's farewell-Sermon, Aés20. had fuch a ravithing

wdbos init, that they could not then hear it without weeping, .
nor can fome yet read it heedfully with dry Eyes.  Above all
in that sltimum vale-of our Saviour’s to his Difciples befare his
Paffion, Fobn 14. 15, 16, 17. The Sun of Righteonfnefs a
lictle before its fetting, fhone out moft Glorioufly. This in

‘the New Teftament.

And for the 0/d, what heavenly ftrain’s do you meet with
in Hezekiak's ultimus fingultus ? Ifa. 38. -in David’s verba novif~
fima? 2 Sam. 23. in Mfés his Songs a little before his death 2

-Deur. 32, and 33. and in Facob’s before his, asin this whole

Chapter, o efpecially in this Text? in which the Divine Soul,as
the Bird before fainting in the fnare breaks through it, in an
abrupt expreflion, and having got it {cIf alittle upon the wing,
as it were on the fudden bolts up Heaven-ward in this Divine
Ejaculation, Ibave waited for thy Salvation, O Lord.

Here in Facob’s blefling of Dan we find it, but how it fhould
come there, & what coherence it hath with the foregoing words,

. that’s the queftion 5 and fome think a diflicult one. So Pereri- -

usy Perobfcura et bec fententia, & mulsiplex imterpretandsi ejus ra-
'io- ..
Some
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- mit other particulars, Iinfift on thefe two, that Facob, .y

| 49. 18.
Some fatisfy themfelves with this, that the Spirit of God

~will not be tied to out Arsificial Metbods, as too low and pe-
dantick for him to be confined to, who both a&s and fpeaks like

himfelfs likea God, i.e. with greateft freedome.  And theve-
fore as his Dlapfes are fudden, and his impulfes firong, A4. 2.
2. {o the ventings of them anfwerable, s the Spiris gives uste-
rance. v 4. and it may be never more abruptly, than when .
thofe ueyxAcia ©€% 9. 11, are utterred, and {0 the Soul now
full of God, end bresking for the longing it bath to bim (as Pfal.
119.20. ) cannot always keep renk and file, but bresks out tahim,
and is glad to ﬁct to him, though not in a methodical way.
And fo itis in all Rrong “workings of Psfiow, Love, Fear, Foy,
and Defire, &c. Exprcflions fudden, abrupt s for {o Paffions arc,
and their Expreffions accordingly.So Fwdg. 5. 10.0n thofc words

[ Tben hall she People of the Lord go down to the Gates] Mais
thus, Videtur bec bisre, &c. ut pote ex affelin dium : affelins
enim mon [ervat ordinem, fed plerumgue evagamr. In fuch a rapture

aceb’s Soul might here be caught & foatcht to God,without be-
ing led to him by coherence,or the thred of the foregoingdifcourft.

Zuinglins thinks that this Text might be verfas imersdlaris,
and only added to make up the verfe in this Divine Pogm.

Others rather think,thatafter the manner of weak fainting 4.4,
old Men, or fickMcn, who are wont, whileft they are fpeak- raresm
ing, fometimes out of faintnefs, and fometimes out of devoti- Oleafiram.
on, to paufe, and to interpofe fighs and prayers; fo old Facob
here fpent with (peaking, relicves his fpent Spirits, or rather
powrs ont bis fainting Soul into God’s Bofors, in this parentheti-
cal ejaculation, I bave waited for thy Salvation, O Lord,

Bug the firft verfe of this Chapter tells us, that the whole is
Prophetical, of what was 10 befal them in the latser days. .

And accordingly fome apply it to Judas, whom they make Ambrof. de ée-
that Scrpens in the way, in the foregaing verfe : Others ta 4. 'l’f‘i‘;’”‘
tichrift,whom fo many of the Ancicats thought hould be of sbe G,;r:; Moo
Tribe of Dan : and that Faceb,forefecing what havock he fhould rar. 34 =
make of the Ifracl of Ged, (as they cxpound theformer ver- *Toffarns.
fes) cries out ((in this) for Chrift .and his Salvation. But this L‘I’I/‘:/';"-
cenceit of this Dan- Anticbrift (with due Reverence to thofe A8- jnowicdger
cient Authors) by fome, of even the Papifts themfelves, is held this Te.t doth
¥ uncertain,by others of them 1 fabulous, and thercfore, fecing rot evince ic.
they are fick of it, we have no canfe to be foud of it. To o- ;‘"ﬁ’"l’g;‘.

Ecce 1. Fore-
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1, Forefecing both the fins and miferies, which his other po.
fierity, and efpecially this Tribe of Dasi (hould fall into, by Faith
looks up to Ged for Salvasion an;u?cli;:nt::; ',1_ wgmelch v:;s ;—

" fpecially effe@ed by Sampfon, a Judg t Tribe 5 2 e
v‘:ercy“ﬁ:{y compared ¢0 that Serpent in the way, and Adder inthe
ath, &c. - ‘
P 2. And yet forefecing, notwichftanding this, that Ssmpfon
fhould dye, and Ifrael fhould lyc under captivity and affliction,
and {0 Sawspfon’s but an balf-Salvasion ; (he did but begin to fave
See Fumii. dfracl, Judg. 13. §.) After the manner of the Prophets, (whe
Aunat. in loc. gghen they fpeak of any great Deliverance, or Deliverer, which -
Ch“f}o(” did cither typify or any way refemble the greater Salvation of
sc::q‘:lc:"c)d dy- the trac Meffiah, they werc wont to look through one to the o
ing,andéy ~ thery and fo feeob here looksabove that Nuxerite to the true
Death.  — * Nazarem, from Sampfen to Chrilt 5 not refting in that partial
Fudg. (631 gnd temporal deliverance, butin, and through, and beyond ie
Seé ,j,;,;,,{;, lookingat, and waiing for Mcfliah’s Sa/vetion. In & word,
Harmony of .ln‘;gdt forcfeen s and miferies he waits for delive-
0.T.p.40. .ranceby Sempfom, and heselis not 5 but in and above that
foreiken deliverance by Sompfow he looks and waits for Salvation.
by Cheit; And fo underftand we thefe words, Ibave waited for
' tby Salvation, O Eovd. -

For the handling of them let me but premife this: That Salys--

sion prefuppofcth-danger and mifery,and fpeaks deliwerance; and
. and then the Text will afford us thefe particalars.

. 1 Thatit’s the Jot of the Seed of Facob to be in fuch firaits,

that they (hall tand in need of Salvetion, and fo long, that they

are put to wait for it. ,

2. That i’stheir happinefs,that notwithftanding thofe firaits,
yet theythall befaved. - . ‘ :

3. Thatit’s byshe Lord: 1t's Jehoval’s Salvation. -

4. Thatits their duty in all their dangers and firaits to wais
for Deliverance and Salvasion. '

\ 5. And in all outward and temporal deliverarcesby man tp

ook and weit for fpiritual and eternal Salvation by Chrift. o

we fhall fully come up to Facob’s ™Y p1P -‘n)qpy‘;,  §

dave waited for thy Salvation, O Lord. The three former are

more Dofirinal and often fpoken to, which I {hall therefore only

' briefly touch upon, that I may the rather infift on the two la¢-

ter, which are morg pratiical, and yet I fear but litcle praftifed,
- atleaft in arightway. - - o

For
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For the firfd, that the condition of the Ifiael of Gad is fuch, Do 1.

and fo expofed to dangers and miferies, thae they have need of Saivation pres

Saloation, is fo genuime to this Text, that it occafioned this ex- ﬁ:‘,‘? ,fﬁ;h‘fﬁ:‘; )

preffion. It was becaufe Facob forelaw the trouble and mifeties be fiith, 7 wase
that thould betide this Tribe of Pan in particular, being with for Salvation,
the laft fetled in its inheritance, and there fomatimes gricvoufly he fcls s, he

pprefled by the Amorites, Judg. 1.3,4 and ar all cimes galled . 4o nor

- and mfefted by their faft-by-neighbours the * Philiftines. Nor did wait for what

he only relate to the miferies of this Tribe, but alfo to the trou- We do not
bles and dangers of all the refts who while in Beyps, wescina [0, o -
Farnace, after that in a Wildernefs 5 and though ater fetled in 47,“ Foh. 1.
Canaan, flrwing with Milk and Homy,the very Edenof God, and Fudg, 18. 1.
the Glory of all Lands,yet it bounded on both ends with Wildet. vide
nefles, and onboth fides with Seas, and round about (from all Funines in loc.
quarters) compaffed with malicious and envaged Enemies; a
perfed emblem of the fite and pofture of tha Church of God
in this World, though fupplied witht fpiritual and heavenly pro.
vifions, which Canaan’s Milk and Homy fighified, yer fo ssfas.
rounded with all forts of Encnies, Wilderneffir of wames, and ‘
whole Seas of dangers and miferies; thrit it Oft comes to thie ,
Difciples, Save Lord, e perifp. And how tieay we now ate to Match. 8. 15,
it, God knoweth, Idonot. It would bersicrey, if wecould R
fay with Facth, wewniy, ¥am fure, ont caleis (uch; thatwe . (. .
thay ai} fay, we have grcat treed of thy Sélvation, O Lord. )
More particularly ic’s to be obferved, that Facob breaths out rrims «d 1do-

this figh, whileft treating of Dam, the Tribe that is S by par- loletriam, de-
ticubzr noted for Apofafy toldcfatry; vat had Btit a Teraphim ‘(= Pifcator.
in the time of the Judges, Chap 19. v. 30, St and after had 2 3‘“““."95:9 g
Galden (olf in the time of the Kin%s, 1 King. ¥2, 29. and ,{'é:::“é’”
thercfore left out in the numbring of ¢he fealed ones, Resvel. 7. promipali,
Of all Churches, fuch as prove Apoftafical and Idolatrons; Mede s Apoc, -
though they leaft deferve, yet they wilt mofl weed God's Batyation; 7

as being moft frr damger of his froty Padagmativns: it being 4 fin

that dizorcerh a perfont and pedpie from God, and is’ wont to

bring heavicft judgments-upon Men, -makes the Earth gwake, a¢

well as Heaven thunder.  Their forrows ave multiplied, shat ba-
flen after another God, Plal. 6. 4; When they chofe new Gods,,
then war Wat in the Gates, Judg. 5. 8. So that God will r2-

ther lay Cities wafte, than wit make Idols difelate; Bzék. 8. 6.

hike the Devit (in the Gofpef) thrit would not beicaft out with-.

out sesring : that freming Leprofic in the Liaw, hardly cured

' Ecce 2 ' without
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without pulling down the houfe that it isin. This dcfperate
{nfc@ion our Land hath been extremely fick of ; thedifeate of
it (If deadly, and the cure fo hard, that the Lord grant it
prove not mortal. If the Ancients expound the Text of Asesi-
chrift, we may at leaft apply it to him as the Serpent by 1be way,
and the Adder in the path; whieh by his Idolatries. and witch-
crafts hath fo bissen the Horfe-beels, bas the Rider is fallen back-
ward. And now between the Stirrupand the ground we all
have need to figh and cry out with fainting Faeob in the Text, 7
bave waited for thy Salvation, O Lord. Thofe words fpeak bim
{o opprefled,” wt nom nifi divinitus fervari poffit, as ome paraphra-
fethit. Forus, our fins have brought us {o to the brow of the
Hill, and fuch a precipice, that man’sarm is too thort to hold
us 3 it muft be an hand reached from Heavenonly, that will be
able to uphold us. And yet this but thelot of God’s people,
which was -the firft point : Their dangers and miferies fo
great, that they have nced of Salvation. But is Salvation in
that café ro be had ? To which, _ o

The fecond point anfwers, Tes : for this word Salvation, as
it implics danger, fo it fpeaks deliverance, and he faith he waits

* forit 5 and God fuffereth not Faith to wait in vain, and we will

Dod. 27
Jer.14.8,

Phl. 167. 2.
Bmwaio 3.

BDeut. 33. 29.

not wait for what we cannot cxpe. The point is,

Asitis the Lot of God’s people toneed, {0 it’s their buppinefs
t0 obtain Salvation.  So Faith call’s God the bope of Ifracl, and
sbe Saviour thereof i she time of trosble s fo that, be the cafc 0~ -
therwife never (0 defperate, there is yet bope in Ifrael as long as
God is both-bape an!gadur, what cvercomes, they are never
cicher bopelefi or belplefs.  Thus their file is sbe Redeemed of the
Lerd. Though thraldom, yet Redemption,. and fsved by the Lord.
Thoughdanger, yet Salvation. As God (in naturc) layeth bis
beaws in the waters, Plal. 104. 3. you would think but a fink-
ing-foundation, and founds sbe Earsh by the Seas, ond eftablifly~
esh it upm the Flouds, Pfal. 24. 2. and that’s as dangerons a
fcituation: So in his Church, though feated ncareft greateft -
dangers, yet fartheft from being fwallowed up by them, hecoutiéa
ever atlaft either defended or delivered from them ; a mog
bank neara moft raging Sea : a fure Shield amidft (hod
Iavenomed darts, So God is Davids Shield-bearery, 3
O'NIR Plal. 7. 10. my Shield is upon God. , N>
Jhield, Pfal. 3. 3. nay morethan Shicld. lc coum
ononcfide; but Godis aShie/d reund sbongl
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with favour as with & fhicld, Pfal. 5. 12. Ifhou'd be too large, if
T thould runout in fuch-like Scripture-proofs. Mark but out
* . of oncPlalm, thofemany and ftrong expreflions, it’s Pfalns
&8, They had lyen amomg the Pots 3 but fly out of the collow
83 a Dove with filver wings, v. 13. See how God beantifiesh
them with Salvasion, as white as Snow in Salmon, v 14. Snow
e _ iswhite ; but Salmon fignificth a fady gloominefs. Behold how
‘there arifesh 8o them Light in Dar ne[{ ! Heisto them (v. 20.)
8God of Sslvations, multiplied deliverances in multitudes of
dangers,s0 whom belongs iffues from Death ; when round about be-
ficged and begirt with extremitics, v. 21+ be will wonnd both
bead and bairy [calp of Enemics. The wound in the Head is
deadly, and datheth out the Brains of all theie Counfels, and
the bairy-fcalp fignifieth firength of Age, and conftitution ; and
- not weakned and gnade bald cither with Age or Sicknefs. - And
(to add no more) » 22. He will bring back from Bafhan (out of
0g’s, the mot Gigantean Enemic’s Clutches) from the depths of
the Sea. Even the depths of Hellfhall not drown the Ifracl of
God, whofe Hope is anchor'd upward in Heaven. 1t's a Chridti-
an’scomfort, that whatever his dangers and troubles in this
World may be, yet the Jaft Arsicles of his Creed are a Refurre@i--
on and Life everlafting 5 and when come to the laft caft, he can
' with fainting old Facob lean on this Staff of comfort, and look
A up to God,and fay, Lord I bave waited for shy Salvasion.
Salvaiion! But Lord it’s thine, and that’s the third particular
before obferved. Its the Salvation of a God, that the Ifrael of Do, 3
Godis faved by.  Facob here put by all other Saviours, when he Deur, 33 29
looks up to God, and waits for his Salvation. If it bad not Pfal. 124.1> 10
been the Lord, whowas on oxr fide, both then and. now may Ifracl & :
Jay, then she proud waters bad gone over owr Somls asa Man ina -l],"ﬁ"-' 323,
Storm, that feeth nothingbut Ses and Heaven, may cry out, if - ' Dl
.yonder Heaven do not fave me, this Sea will drowns me. And ’
this, ~tremities of the Chwrch, end partly from

“the Churchoft de faflo arc fuch, thae
His Salvation ox mone, {0 Fonab 2. o,
= re fo-many and great, cither o fud-

inwance {o tire them, or by their
tunlefs it be oeds dwd wryavins,
wer or wifdome cithes of their

Not
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Not their own, that they fhould prove Self-faviours. Bndeed

it’s wont to be faid, that Self-defece is held the firft Maxime in

Polisy : But it>s not fo in Divinity. Enemies are fo crafey and -

ftrong, and the Flock of Chrift fo fimpk and weak, that if- the
Sheep’s firength be not in its Head, and it’s fecurity jn the Shep-
herd’s cave, it would befoon either loft or worried. - So Féboe
fhaphat ctiesout, we knom mot what to de, 2 Chron. 20: 12. and
A’j‘ﬁJ (Chap. 14.) fpeaks as though be bad no power, when he had
almoft Six hundred thoufand fighting Men. It was . not their

 own Sword or Arm, but sthy Right-band and thy Atm, and the
"Light o thy Conmenance; Plali 44.3. Fersfalem may have Pae

Laces, but God i known to be the 2300, the Refwge in them,
Phl48.3. In Fer, d36. 19. they bid Feremiab and Baruch bide
themfelves s but it’s addeds ver. 26. that the Lord bid thems. I¢'s
pot ourown biding, but'God’s, that ‘maft fecure us. When we
are in fuch decp Waters, it’s the firerching out of. our Hands to
Heaver that muft feze us.  Clafping onr Arms abowt owr felves,is
the cettain way to fink us. ¥f faved,it’s not by their own mighe.

Nor by athers help.  They cither do mt help us, or it’sonly
by and from God, if they do. They do mt, becaufe they will
not ot cannot, ‘Scme may have glorious Titks; as he s cal-
led Hadsdezer; 2 Sam. 8. 3. which in its fignification promi-
fech a_mapuificens help.  Bue in the Apothecaries Shop very
promifing Titles are oft writ upon Boxes that have either no-

thing, or (it maybe) Pogfon inthem. The Horfé (in which

is the ftrength of the Bartel, and therefore promifeth muchy

. the Plalmift faith, is a vgin thing, and that fignifieth nothing,

Bat the Reed of Egypt wot only breaks, but alfo wounds the

‘band that leanesbon it, and that's as ill- as Poyfon: like him (i

“Trad. Y.im
Foanncm.

Rom. ;3.
VL, 62. 9.

Ncehog. 27.

Ovad. v. 21,

Judg.9.6,14.

Auptin) that in a Tempeft faifing cowards 2 Mountain, fight
and {plit upon a Rock, Ubi non invenit portum, fed planttum.
They that promife moft, oft perform leaft, unlefs it be Mif-
chicf.” ‘The one of which is Vanity: And the other Vexation.
In a.word,every Man s a liar,the Apottle {aithy and of all others,

Men of bigh degree, which promife moft, the Plaimift, are 2 very -
Lye in the alftraét. ~ And if any at any time make good their -

Name, that in Scripture are fometimes called Saviowrs , it’s
ouly as they are, Weapons in God’s Hand , and in the alone
Scrength ot this out Great Saviowr.  And fo indeed, as he faid
t0 Gideen,” Go in this thy Might, and thow fhals fave If7ael. Other-
wile, Trulyin vain it Salvasion boped for from the Hills, and from
o the

L3
e
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the mubitades of Moumasing 5 truly in the Lord our God is she Jer. 3.23.
Balvation of Hredl. Though Hills, Mewmntains, multisudes of .
Moxmains, though Pelion Offe, though neves {o many Moun-
tains be heaped one npon another, yet if they be but Mowntains
of Earsh, they may not be high enough to'fet us above danger. )
A Deluge (as Nosb's) 'may over-top them all.  They are bue Se¢ Wolphsr,
 Lying Pables, and contrary to Scriptuse, that tell of fome faved g " core"
* then on the tops of Parit, or Ovile. Fislk the Extremities of p.1,.
the Chwreh may be fo great, that nothing uoder Heaven, or 1es
-than God, can refeweit.  Experience provesit is fo. C

2. The good pleafure of God is fuch, thaton purpofe he will
haveitfo. Astor Inftance, : -

For Time, though Chrift’s Difciplesbe in a Tempeft, yet he Mat.14.25.
fayech cill the fosreh and laRt -Wasch, that they are toiled out Mark ¢ ‘
.5;5 Rowing, and faims with- Wairing, that 0 he may fay, fo " & 4
[ ¥ & ' ’

For Preflure and Danger, not till the Cafe be ina manner de-
fperate, the Sbip #ew covered with Waves, and now Comclamatum
et , when thoy cry out, Lord fave s, we perihs or as the
Church, Lam. 3. 54. Waters flowed over mine Heads then I
faid, I am out off. : N _ :

For Perfons, moft weak and .helplefs. He is the Orphan’s
Fether, and the Widow’s Fudg, Pfal. 68.5.- That is faid with

. an Emphafis, Fudg.s. 11, Righteous Atis of the Lord so-
mards the Ivhabisams of bis Villagesin Ifracl. They moft (ub~ -
jock to be made a Prey, Ezsk.38:11. If he be a Safegnard, it’s.
efpecially to his poor open untenced Villages : And there, if his
Spoufe be a Flower, it's not one that’s planted and preferved in.
the Garden by Man’scare but Ego fum flos eampi, & Lilinm
convollium, Cant. 2. 1. the Flower of the Field, and the Lilly of
¢he Valleys, expofed to every Hand to pluck, and every Foot to
tread on 5 all to make owt the truth in hand, Qued vt bxmané:
indufirid, [ed [old Divind benigmitate, 6 celi influemii floreat, o
as Pineda obferves. They fay, I's 4 Royalty at Seato joys with 1n Job. 12. 4,
the weakeff. - 1 am fure it’s the Royal Bounty of Heaven, that '
God chufeth to help the weakeft. Lo

-And that (in the laft place) for prefent Condition, when

they are at the weake(t : When be feesh their power.gone, :aud shere. -

i nowe fout wp or keft, Deut.32.36. When the Phyficians had

drained the Woman’s Purfe, and not flopped her bloody Jffie, Mark s. 26.

* and pow given her over as a defperate Patient and a Beggar to-
~ ' gether
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gether, then is (he fitteft to be our Saviour’s Cure. And whea
the Difciples themfelves could nos caft omt the. Devil, then bring -
bim to me, faith Chrilt, Mas. 17. 17. Who meeteth with. the
Man, whenthe Fews bad caft bim ons, John 9. 35. Takes up
David, when Fatber and Motber bad caft bim off, Pfal. 27. 10.
isa Strength to the Poor and Needy s but it’s added, and that in
bis diftrefs : A Refuge from the Storm, but then efpecially, when
the Blalt of the terrible ones is as a Storm againft she Wall, 1fa.

25.4. ‘That beals Simon Peter’s Wive's Motber in the Paroxifm
ot a Fever, and height of a Fit. Cwm dmplicamtur lateres,

.. &c. Makes Day break a litdde after it hath been. darke?, and

If2.'63. 3, .

brings to an happy Birth by the fharpeft Throw : Ina word,
that takes Extremities for fitteft Opportunities for him ¢o come
in with moft fealonable Mexci¢s and Deliverances, -that it may
be faid, What batb God wremght ? Numb. 23.23. That it may
be proclaimed to all, that Salvation is of the Lord, when his blef=
fing is wpow bis People 5 that, when none elfe can, the Lord Febo-
vab, inthe Text, both can and will fave his People, command,
and rather thanfail, as it becomesa Febovab, create deliverance.
Arnd allthis, ' . ‘

1. To ftamp an Imprefs of fpiritual and eternal Salvation, cven
on our Temporal deliverances : thatasit’s the fame Saviewr Jand
faving Love that cffe@s both; fo in the one we may have a
Glimps, Reprefentation and Specimen of the other. And hence
thou fhalt be put into fuch Circumftances and Exigences, that
thou fhalt fee plainly that it was God only that faved thy Bady ox
oxtward Eftate, the more ta mind thee, that it was he only that
faved thy Soxl. And if my cafe fometimes were fuch,,that,
when all others gave me over, he himfelf faved me from Sick~
nefr and Deash, then it was none but He alone that feved me

- from Sin and Hell 5 that Chrit only trod the Wineprefs alowe,
and there was mne with bim, and that when be locked, and shere

. was nope 0 belp, and wondered that there was noue 10 spbold, then,

his ows Arss brought Salvatiento us : And when Levite and Prieft
left us, then our good Samarissn reliéved us. . .
{ 2. And thercfore fccondly, To let us know how. for both Sal-
vations w e are more beholden to one God, than all the World
Lbefides, wienin our greateft firaits it’s He always efpecially, and
at fometimes only, faves use Others never can without him:
Eut he often-thmes doth without them. ) -

a

Ee
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-~ Be we tie¢er o much beholden to other Friends and Crea- :
tures for greateft Deliverances, yet then even in and for them
we are infinitely more beholden to God. If the Inbabitants of
Jernfalembe my frengeh, it’s in she Lord of Hofts sheir God, Zech.
12, 5. Though others may be Inftruments, yet he only is
éimos owneras, Heb. 5. 9. she Author of Salvatien. And
thercfote Ybe ~ Siword: of she Lord and of Gideom, -Judg:7.-20. is
but like Cefare' & Bibulo Confulibus : God is the Figure, and
Gideon is but the Cypher. ' The one but the' Sword, the other
the Arm that fmiteswith it.” My Phyfician may Gwrare valesn-
dinem 5 but it’s my Godthat works the Cure.! Counfellers-may
advife for us, - and Souldicls'may fight forus  but it’s God tirat
Javes s ¢ As they confe(s, We bave wrowght b Delivierance™in +be
Earth 5 bus shy dead Mem fhall live, 1. 26.18, 19. Wemay
Sow and Plans, but Heaven’s Shine and Showers give she-increafe:
For cifc if she Heaven be Brafs, the Earth will be Iron. When
others are and do.moft; Chrift even then is' 4/} iw oll; Col. 3. a1,
and if:he be 4K, then all wichour him ave: juft, nothisg'#- When
othérs do mofty #'s all & and from Go’d,,r'a'nd He then doth

mere.’ . - S : :
.. But fometimes it muft’ needs be God’s Saluation only, and he
doall, becaufe all elfe are and can do mothing. WhenIam in
<lofe Prifon, the beft Friend cammor come 5. when ina Peft-Houfe, * - -
he dare ‘nots when on:a:Death-Bed, and! I am bidding good
night and " adien to all, my Phyfician gives 'me over, ‘and fome
Friends take leave of me, others it may be, ftand by me and
weep over me, but cannot help mes Oh now mome bt Chrift,
aone bwe Chrifd. . 1€s none elfe but the Living God alonc,who in
that dying Howr can telieve me. In a word, think what is pof*
fible, and withal what is certain. BT ,

It is poffible that in a mote violent way, the Man may be
fiript as naked as ever Job was of all his outward Eftaté. . -

That the Town or City may be fo ftraitly round about be-
girt, that none may come:inor go out, and only Reftas iter
celo. ot X :

The whole Land, 3s God fometimes Threatens inithe Prophets,
may come to its MW N3N P3N PIAN to be weterly emp- L,
tied and [poiled, emptied of Man, Woman, and Child, as Jer. g. 105 11,
Rome was fometimes by Totilus, or as the Prophet threatens Nasclerss.
Ifrael, 0 Man so pafs through, noVoice of the Cattel beard : Both

owls of ths.Heaven, and the Bcaﬁsf ffle‘gl i Nothing of all that

, F we
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I.1.8.  we had tocomfort us'left.: But Zion kfs ar s \Cottage in a Pine-

. yord, and'a Lodg s, a Garden of Cuewmbery all_alone, forlors
and defilate. Like alone Lamb in a walte Wildewnefs, Hof 4.
16. & a Boacan on the top of & Mowntain, -aud @ an Enfign om
a Hill, 1fa.go. 17, This poffibly (Kdo ot fay probably) may
bfo O -‘\~ \ ' ...\ .':\7 ] ;:‘ "E. . ) IR R

Aud on the ,&het; fide, in B prdinasy nataral Courfe: its
certain thefe ontward Supports and Comforts will nat shide by:
usalways. The Flower will fade, the Shadow will decline, and
the Sun fet. When we are now fo leave the World, (if not
before). Friends, Eftates, Horones, Health, Life it fc}f willleave

- usy If’s God and his. Salvation-paly. that muft then relieve

us. ‘And is not che guwd Semirdws then the Neigbhowr thar

comes in to-us, when Pric(tand Levite pafs away from w 7 And-
am not I more beholden to God than all the World, who then-
ftands by me and faves me, when all the beft Comforts and Con-.
fdences [ have in the World have caft me off and lefeme 2+ -

.3.. And \as upon this account we are more beholden to God -

than all the World, fo truly upon it too we owe more. toHim, .
than to all the World befides : More Fear, and Love, and Service, .
and Prsifé, cven our whole felves to God only, who whether:

_ with or without any clfe is our alone Saviour..

Fear..  Itsall Reafon s and Selfslove would teach us it, to be fearful
to offend, and careful: to pleafe him.at all times, who{ometime
or other may be ablete pleafure us; when noneelfe cans. That-
Phyfician of all others 1 thould be moft loth to difpleafe, who -
only can cure that fore Difeafe that I am fubje& to, and thould -
1 not then be much mor¢ afraid to offend God, who alone can
be my belp in.all thefe Maladies, which noncelfe can Heal, or
at leaft without him are Phyficians of -#e valwes It’s not wif--
dom to provoke a Man, when we kuow not how foon we may
be in his Lusch, and lie at bis Merey. Friend, how fafe foever
thy prefent Condition is, yet at beft thon art always in Miferi--
¢ordia Domini y cfpecially in fome more eminent dangers, it’s-
manifeft that God only can or doth help thee: and how then do
she Tyrians crouch to an offended Herod, when thtir Conntrey is-
nonrifhed by bis ? And how do they cry Abrek, bow the Kuee
before Fofepb, when without bins none might lift xp Hand or Fovs

. in all Egypt ? Gen. 41.43,44. To be fure there’s none in all the
World, that can lift up either Hand. t0.defend us, or.Fasz to
make a ftep to relieve'us, without our Fofepb,. omJé(us,‘haz;d

s ~ 1 help



o GEN. 49.13.

belp fromhim.  And therefore how fhould-we bend the Rnees of
our very Souls to him, without lealt Lifting wp of Heel or Head
againft him # O take heed of fimning, with the Prodigal, againf?
Heaveny for fuch Droughts may foon be, which may quite dry
up all Springs of Comfort that lic here in the Earth, clpecially in
the Land of Ifracl, which hath few {uch, as - Hieromfaith, and
drinks of the Rain of Heaven; depends moseof Heaven’s Showss,
than thefe lower carthly Springs, as Mofes tells us, Dewd. 11. 10,
11. If Heaven therefare being angry thowld fhut up its Trea-
fures from us, in Samwwie Sammnium, Camam: would not be it felf;
alend fb%visb Milk ond Hony> but,as now it is, a barren
and bwrm Wildermefs. ' And therefore foar we God-much, en
whom we depond o much for fafety and!deliverince, always
ﬁﬁcﬁy and . principdlly, - and ‘at forme timesiand ih fome oufs
Y. - N Lot
And let this alfo perfwade us to Jsve him abeveall, who then
flicks to us, v]v.!;:: dll eifo f;i us. 4];':; firRt Anfwer, faith
Panl, no Men: flosd with:mey bud all- forfook, nic, naswitbftomding
the Lord: flood with meé, 2 Tims, 4. 16, 154’ Such failing Brooks
areother beft Friends, Fob 6. who cither, throngh wealeie(s or
falfenefs then do leaft, when we need and expe@ moft.  Swb exl-
#ro liguis, as the Proverbis. But thould nbt our hearts then lie
clofe to the Fountain:head- of Living-Waters, whith as thofe
pevennes Fontes, retain anl cqual'fulnefs in the: driok Surnrrier, and
in the wettelt ‘Winter; and- the -only difforence is, thatin the
cateft heat they are cooleft, and (o mofd refrefhing'? ‘Let Facod
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Love.
Plal.1g.1,s

bave Rachel’s love ‘and felf, who rolls away the Stome for herz_cen 29. 18

that none othercan.  And let the loft Prodigal think at laft o
seturning bome to a ¥ atber, who witl allow- Ghildrens Breid,when
othexrs cannot afford. Husks. With Méig'it’s equal, thet they
fhonld have mof of our-leve, whole dowktydnd kindnefs weémott
taficof. Andthercfor¢'it’s all reafon, ‘that we thould love God
with all our Hears and Soul, becaufe he only in all ouy firaits is
oug All-fufficient Saviour, - o -

Luke 15,

- And apon that ground priifé hitn toe for. Whatever Sabvation Prife.

and Deliveraied we arc'at any trme It wwith, - Infframents may
have their dize, butnok fb dstb:rob"God of this.' ‘And if Victo-
sics gained by the Souldiers valour be ufually afcribed to the Ge-

asmatter of his praife, 2 Sam. 21.22. who it may be
only.gave direfon, and fonictimes not thats how thould the

Caprain of sut S dvatim, Cwi nibib bx A lande Cemurio, wibib.

Ffff a pre-
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Ifa. 38.1p
19,20,
Plal. 44.3-

Truf.-

prefedins, mibil cobars, 8c. who cither immediately, without the
fubferviency of any. Inflruments, crestes Salvation, Ia. 4.5. or
when Inftruments do moft, he notonly dire&s, but affifts, and
commands Deliverance, Pfal. 44. 4, & 71.3. How fhould he
that is the God of owr Life, Plal. 42. 8. and the God of oxr Mercy,
Pfal. 59. 17. bethe Godof owr Praife ! Pfal.1og.r. I’ notthe,
line caftout that faved thee from drownings but the friendly
band that caft it out, and by it drew shee.ont of the desp Waters.
It’s not thy Meat that feeds thee, nor thy Phyfick, that ewres thee,
nor thineown Sword, or the greateft Champion’s on Earth, thae
defendsthee. Its thy God that either with or without all thefo
favesh thee.; And therefore iwhat they malicioufly faid, to the
blind. Man xecovived;againlt Chailt » Give God sbe praife, for we
bﬁn that this: Man is.o Sinner, John 9.24. -Say we. humbly and
thankfully of and to Chrift, Lord, we give thee the praife of

_ thefe. Sabvationsanid Deliverances ¢ for. thefe means which we
" ufed wese poor, thefe Inftruments weak, thefe Men finful, and

thesefore might -zather. have huyt than helped as...- ‘And there-
Fore. thxough them “we, look -up; to' thee, and both for them,

‘gnd any help-we havé had by theminall that’s paf, weblefs.

and praife thee, . .

And for the prefent, and for what’s #o comeIn alk firaits and
occafionsy! when we have eitheg moft or leaft of the Creature’s
help,. we will tzufd thee, and: cafe the Reels of all- our Salvation
uponthee,, At this Aycbora Sacrg let us ride in greatet Storms,
when all gther Anchors break or come home. In defperate cafes,
et not the Romans relie more on their Triarii, than we on a
blefled Trinity. Eleozar fmotc the Rhiliffiues, and wrought &
great Vidory, when the Mon of Iracl were skl fled and-gome;
2 Sam,, 23.9; 19, -and.he but 2 weak Shadawiand Type of Chrift
ous true Eleoxar (sbe. belp of Gody, a5 ¢hat mame fignifieth)
who can secover deep Confumptions, help at defperate Plunges;
gefcue us when all elfe have quite deferted and left us: Other
Props and Supports often fail us, fometimes ruine us, Fer.2.37-
Fallns vitem decipis, like the weary Man that. Jeans bir band: on-

* ~ the Wall, Amos 5. g+ andit eichey cotsers- and- fails- himy or =

" Eliokims.

Serpens in it bites bim. But what Peace, Reaces. perfeld- Peace: is’
therein flaying the Soulupen that everlofting Rock ! Ifa: 26. 3,4
Safc ftanding on.fo fure. ground.Good laying held whexe there 19
o good hand-hold,. Good hanging on: that N} fuftwed in &
Jure place, on whichwe way bang, bath W and Off-Spring, . beth.
g - a1 Cupr
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Cwps and Flaggons, 1fa. 22,23, 24. Our fclves, and allour not
only leffer, but even grecatelt wants and burdens.  Faceb here did
fo both for himfelf and his Pofterity 5 and though now fainting,
and dying, yet he could quietly lay down his weary Head in his
Father’s Bofom, and there pour oxt bis Sol in this {weet warm
breathing, Ibave waited for thy Salvation, O Lord.

SERMON XXXV. 1 sm

GEN, 49.18, |

Lhavewaited for thy Salvation, O Lerd.

. Ut this leads me to the fourth Particular at firft pro-
pounded. ' n A
That the Ifrael of God in-all their firaits thould Ded. 4.

wait for his Salvation. Yea, in she way of thy Fudg-
ments, O Lord, bave we waited for thee faith the Church, 7/a.26.8.
Wais on the Lord, Pfal.27.14. And Facob here bya Spiric of Latber..
Faith and Prophefie, as he forefceth the miferics of his Pofterity, Pereriss..
that they had need of Salvation, {0 he forefeeth alfo how God
from time to time would raifc up Fwdgesand Kings, and othiers-
to deliver them, and fo he comfortably and confidently waits for
ft, nay prevents- the danger with ation of deliverance,
PP in the Preser Tenfe, even long before, 1 bave waited for
thy Salvation, O Lord. So old Facob here, which old Simesn,
Luke 2. 30¢ otherwife expreficth, Lord, mine eyes bave feem
thy Salvations which two Speeches of thefe two old dying Men;
fet out the difference of the two Teffamemts. The one faith;

" Lord, Iwaizs theother, I'bave féens but both the fame Salva- ¢, Luke 5.
tior. So that now that our Saviour is come, we fee that which ,, 38.- >
they waited for. But becaufe he is to come again s fecond sime; '
and till then perfe@ Salvation will not fully be come, but meant
while many difficulties and' dangers will be coming between ;-
as we fhalt*have need, fo it will be our duty in- this prefént-cons
dition with Facob here to be waiting for God’s Salvation. Which:
weiting contains in it three Particulars 3 - 1. An carnelt dcﬁr:-‘.
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2 Sam.13. 39.

Judg.s. 28

Waiters at
Court are
wont to be
_Suiters.

Zech. 9.1,

SERM. XXXV,

2. A confident expe@ation of it. And, 3. a meek Raying:of
God’s leafure, and attending upon him for it.

1. An earneft defire and out-going of the Soul to the Salvati-
on that it waits for. The word ' here ufed.

In therife of it (as Oleafter and Foffer obferve ) hath an aff-
nity with 1P, and fo fignificth an-extended fretching and reach-
ing out of the Soul : And in the ufe of it, is joined with others
that fignific a diligent fecking, Plal. 69. 6. an earneft defiring,

Jf2.26. 8. an ardens breatbing, as the heated Labosrer or Travel-
. ler doth after the. cool fhadow, Job7.2. Such a Breathing, and

even breaking of the Soul there is in waiting, asthe Watchman,
that in a cold dark night -waits for she Morning, Pfal. 130. 6.
with many a long look and longing defire, as David’s Soul wens
ot to Abfalom in his long abfences and Sifera’s Mother upon -
his long ftay looks ous ot the Window, and eries through the Lat-
teff, Whyis kis Charios [o long in coming# Why tarry the Wheels of
bis Chariets 2 - :

* And fuch an amxapgSvria, as the Apoftle calls it, Rom.8.19+

:fach an out-looking and longing, fuch an out-gaing and reach-

ing fretching out of the Soul, fuch breatbing and panting, in
xggﬁ fervent Prayers and ardent Defires after God's Salvation,
doth he wosk in them that wait firit, and cxpe@ from them,

that being in firaits ftand in need of it.

) And th‘iS,f . . .
~ 1. That he may have the honaur of the Gift, whilfk oFf eyes
with long looks are up o bim, and all hands firetched out toward
hif!!, :thereby praclaiming,.that they expelt all from biws, as Plal.
2 4 ok - ! -
42 %“hat_ hereby alfo it-may appear, that they are fenfible of
their nced.  This- poor < HMan cryed, Gith the Plalmitt, ﬁPfd.”..s.‘
poiuting at himfelf asa poor Begger, whillt he is crying’ fer an
Alms. Thedry Earth (gith it’s thirfly, when it gapes for Hea~

-ven’s Rain; and fodo we under preffures aud burdens tell God,
[(as fainting. facob herein the Text ) that we are fpent and out,
" of breath; when we breath aftenhis Salyation, as Ifa-38. 14. O,

Lord, I am opgre(ed, eafe me, ot sudertake for me., :
3+ That {6 he may the.more haften the Mercy-and Beliverance.
When the Child cricth earneftly, the Mother comes running ia
g)t:_cdily. Noris oxgﬂcwmly Father oft wont, when his Chil-.
16 ery aloud, to f 4 . When Ifrarl in- E ghs, @
cticsy and groans by reafon of their Iaoni-ge 3 thci:&rg; [ffm; j'&’:':i‘
wp
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®p10 Ged, Exod. 2. 23, 24, 25. and it was not long before they
came out of that Furnace : As it’s faid of that travailing Woman,
Rev. 12.2; which figuifieth the Suffering Church, ue_géa &=
oo ¥, pacavilomdm Ty, fhe cryed travailing in Birth, and

pained 1o be delivered. Clamabat parturiens. Her crying out -

in her Pains, was both a {ignand a means of her delivery now

‘at hand. o
And truly for this very end God oft-times quickens thromwy,

to force our ¢ries, that {0 he might baften the Birth. On purpofe
He multiplies and aggravates AffliCtions and Burdens, that he
might quicken our dcfires, and call out our more carncft Cries
and Groans, the more to quicken the carnings of his Bowels to-
wards us, and fo the more to haften our deliverance. '
Which tells us in thefe times of our perplexities and dangers,
" what bad Friends we are to our felves, and what Enemies to our
Salyation, in our negle& of this fislk Particular of waiting for
it '
" 1, In want of thefe fironger out-goings of the Soul, and
thefe warmer breathings after that Deliverance and Mexcy, which
we ftand in fo much need of ;- not that our outward peace and
fafety wereeither in it felf, orin our deliberatc efteem lefs defire-
able, nolefs than Healthand Lifeis toa Man in a Lethargy. But

tha Difeafe makes him fenfle(s, fo as that, when he ftands in moft -

need of it, he is leaft of all affe&ed with it, and {o lieth ftill as

dead, without defires of it, or- any other way making out for -

it. O the deadnefs of our hearts! fuch a Lethargy, I fear, hath

too much feized on us.  Our Straits are many, our Dangers ve- -

ry great, and yet our Hearts very dead, becaufe of later years
we have been accuftomed to troubles, and now like a Man before
tired out with labour and watching, fallen into fuch a deep flecp

as he cannot be wakened. We are very far from an awakened -

frame of Spiri¢ tolook up to God, and tolook ot for Salvation 5
and the right way to come by it, as the Prophet complained,
though we fade like a Leaf, and oxr inigwities like the Wind are
ready to take us away, (as a bluftering Wind doth the fading
Leaves fromthe Trees in Autsumn) yet shere is wone that calleth
wpon God, thas flirs xp bim[elf to take bold of bim, 1fa. 64.6,7.

We are very fecure in the midft of danger. Thedrunken Manis -
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afleep on the top of the Maft, in the midft of the Sea. And al- Prov. 25
though the. four Winds of the Heaven firive mpon the greas Ses Dan.7.2.

from all quartersof the World, nothing. but Storms and Te;}n-,
- peftss
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. pefts, and our fpiritsarc up in fierce blufters and contefts one a<
Tousbe it gainftanother more than ever, yet thofe fweeter gales are very
faid, as Fe- filens, a fpiritof Prayer is very much down; and when the
sah 1.6 priud is down, the Showr is wont to pour down. The Lord
rant it may not be a Showr of Fire and Brimftone, that So~
dome’s fins may not bring upon us a Sodom’s overtbrow. But (o
much for the firft particular of this waiting, viz. an earneft de-
rée ! -
f 2. The fecond, wasa confident expellance : For waiting is an
a& of Hope, and Hope the Daughter of Faith , and Faith is
wésasis iAwioutvoy Hebr. 11. 1. thevery fubfiftence of things
“boped for.  Faith affures, and thereupon Hope expedls, and theres
upon allo waits. My Soml, wait thow only upon God, for my ex-
pellation is from bim, Plal. 62. 5. Waits as long as it expefls; and
‘nolongers as long as you expeé a friends coming, fo long you
will wait, thoughitbe verylong: but give over looking for him,
and then you will wais no longer. When that defperate Cour-
tier in a pang of defpair faid, Bebold this evil is of the Lord
(which he will not, and we cannot remove, and {0 defpair of re-.
medy)then what followed but that defperate conclufion, why
foould Iwait for the Lord any longer ? 2 King. 6. 33. But a meck~
ned Believer, becaufe he expells much, is very willing 2o waie
* 4dong, and in this patient waiting he continues confidently expef?~
© ing, according to that Ifs.8.17. Iwill wait npou the’ Lord, and I
will look_for bim. Believing Waiters are men of great I}opu and -
expedationss  Mordecai isconfident that enlargemens and delive -
vance fhall avife to the fews, Efther 4. 14. Our God whom we ferve
is able;yea and he will deliver us,{aid Daniels three fellows,Chape
3. 17. and fainting Facob here in the Text, though whileft he
forcfaw the ftrength and prevalency of Enemies, and the fins
"and fufferings of his pofterity, and efpecially of the Tribe of
Dan,which he now fpeaks of; yet (as old Simeon,baving it reveal-
ed that be foonld not fee death before be bad feen the Lord’s Chrift
Luke 2.25,26. 80 0ld Facob here) feeing for certain a great deli-"
verance by Sampfons and a greater by Chrift, in the mid(t of all -
difheartning difcouragements, whileft he expeds be waits, and
whileft be waits, he expells God's Salvation. . :
This did be, and this thould we, and that in greateft firaits,
wait and Jook, wait and look to God, 2 Chrow.20.12. nay wait and
look  for much from God, as the Cripple, twéixev wegsdonav,
bagked on the Apoftles expetling to reccive fomething of them, A&.

35
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3. 5 Efpecially when Peter had before in the 4th verfe faid to
bim,Jookon ws.  And the very fame word God faith to us, when
we ly before him in a more miferable condition, look suto me and
be ye faved, ﬂ{/b. 45. 22. As the Stung Man locked on the Brafen
Serpent in aflurance of cure, and the Servant ow the bands of
his Mafter in expectanceof a largefs: fo our Lord and Mafter
in this our waiting pofture would have us by Faith look t0 bim not
only with defire, ﬁut with expeclance of Salvation.

And this as very much making alfo, )

x, Forthe Glory of God, which was much advanced (in the
former particular) by having the Eyes of all Creatures Jooking to
him in way of defire, but much more (in this) when they are ix-
edon him in expedlationa That fpake him an &lfufficient Sove-
raign, but this proclaims him a graciows and bounsifwl one : for
otherwife with men, fome may be fo able that much is defired of
them, but withal fo flrait-banded, that it’s but little which is
expeélted from them. but how glorious is our God, that is as
gracions as grest, not more powerful than bountiful, from
whom his fervants may promife themfclves as much as they ask?
My God will bear me, Micab. 7. 7. yea, expelt more than they
defire, as being both able and willing t0 do more, than we can ask,
or think, Ephef. 3.20. This %lory ot his free and rich Goodnefs,
is his great Defign, cfpeciallyin the Covenant of Grace : and.
therefore it is that he makes choice of the recumbency and expe-
dance of Faith, by which he will difpenfe not only eternal, but
even temporal Salvation, as that which in fo doing much fets
forth this his Glory. ‘

2. Andfecondly, as much furthers and facilitates our Delive=
rance: for great ExpeQations are great Obligations, even with,

Men of generous fpirits. todo smch for thems, that rely much on

- thems, and promife themfelves much from them, that the others

good thoughts may not exceed their goodnefs3 and this fome-
times to thofe that can plead no Merit,that it might appear to be
mere Goodnefs and Mercy. If thus with ingensous Men, then
much more than {o with an 48 Gracious God, who hath profef-
fed,that he delights in them that truft and bope in bis Mercy, Pfal.
147. 11. and thercfore takes pleafure to amwer and exceed our
good . thoughts of him with his better performances to us.
Our good perfwafions of God prove very firong perfwafions wish
him to do us good, that it may appear that we cannot out-
think his infinite Goodnefs, that our thoughts of him cannot be

Gggg - better

éos
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better than his arc towa¥ds us, nor oxr beart more enlsrged
Faith to bope and expeé? a mercy than his band opened with boun-
ty to beffow it. And therefore opew shy Mowth wide, and I
will filf 5 foin the old Teftament : and according to thy Faith
be it unto thee, fo oft in the New. Uader both, God hath of-
tentimes in very unlikely cafés gratified the Faith and expe@ati.
ons of his Servants with extraordinary mercles and deliverances.
Ufe. And thercfore for the application of this branch alfo, fecing
' the dangers are great that we may fear, and the Salvation greas
that we ftand in need of 5 let not Slosh and Unbelief keep us from
what we may have by asking and expeding. We firengthen our
forces to fight with our Enemies 3 but it is (I donot fay our
cheapeft , but I am fure ) our fafeft and fureft way to fzength-
en our Faith by expetting of mmch, to prevail for much from him.
But we have low thoughts of God, and that keeps us from rifing
bigh : Mifgiving bearts, which keeps God from being on the g7-
ving band. Thou wouldft not {o readily gratify another with
that, which thou knoweft he entertains fo hard thoughts of thee
about, that he thinks thou wilt notbe fokind as to grant. God
fully knows all our hard unkind thoughts of his unkindnefs 3
which difcourageth him much from vouchfafing much of that
which we need,& be otherwile is ready to give. The Propbet wanted
not Oyl,but the Widow Ve[Jels. The Fountain,or River is full, but
one carricth away mosbing from it, becaufe he hath no Ve[l to re-
ceive it,8 another but a listle, becaufe his Veffe is forThank, may
blame unbelieving contraéted hearts,” that they hold no more of
God’s goodne(s 5 hands forunk up like Jeroboowds, and paraly-
tick, that can grafp no more, nor lay any fafter hoM on his boun-
ty.  Foafb firikes with his Arrows but thrice, and therefore he
overcomes the Syrians mo ofiner.o O thow of listle Faith ¥ That’s
2 Xing.13.18, the reafon why thou receiveft no more, either of Spiritual or
s Temporal Salvation : and therefore, fecing that God is fo un-
. willing to difappoint the Faith, and fruftrate the expeations,
which his own Spirit hath raifed in Believers, that it’s but bope
and bave 5 let us in a way of God even in moft dangerous times
bope much that we may enjoy the more. :

I faid, in awayof God. And that leads us to the following
particulars. That we may with Facob wait on God for Salvation ,
with fuch expe@ance and confidence it’s required, that,

1. Our fetves be under Coven ans ; for though to others God oft

grants



on GEN. 49. 18.

grants temporal Salvatiom, yet it’s certain,that they,as fuch,have
no ground with confideace to expedit. A Rebel may poffibly

be fpared, buc it’s a loysl Sabjed that may juftly exped his Princes.

Prose&ion,whileft the other according to his demerit, may ftand
trembling at the Bars, and jultly expe& .che Sentence of Con-
demnasion.  The Apoltle fpeaks of a fearful locking for of judg-
mens by fome, Heb. 10.37. But they are the Righteons, whofc
Hope is gladnefs, whilk the expellation of she wicked oall porifps,
Prov. 10. 28. , ,

2. The Mercy or Salvasion we would expeil be under promife :
for what God doth promife, we may confidently expe that he
will affuredly perform, {0 thatin doubtfulleft times and cafes,our
Cousfeand Duty is not fo much to fearchinto God’s feeres Will,
what he will do, as into his revealed Word,what he hath there-
in promifed, cither i general to his Churgh at all times, or pas-
ticularly to hisPeoplein fome fpecial times and cafes.. So De-
niel looks into bis Books, and finds that there, which inables
him to look up to Gad tor the return of the Jews captivity,Chap.
9+ 2. But our Self-love oft promifeth us Salvation, when Go&s
Word, if confulted, threatens Defiru@ion 5 as it was with 7m-
dab beforc their threatped Captivity, who leoked for Peace, but
%0 good came 5 for atime of bealth, and bebold srouble, Jex. 8. 15.
and 14. 19. Scriptures, Promifes,and Prophecics, efpecially that
of the Revelations (bould be much read, and ftudied in thefe
doubtful times, that we may know what to expe@ or fear by
what is therein promifed or threatned. S
" 3+ Our prefens way and caurfe be. wnder the Condision of tie
Promie : for elfe though we be in Covenamt, and the Mercy be pro-
mifed, yetif ourprefent babitude and poftwre be not according
to that Conditien, that cithcr we are under the a&ual guilt and de-
filement of fome provoking fin, or in theufe of unlawful means,
inftead of the Mercy cxpe@ed, we may mect with the Mifchief
which we looked not for : Though 1frael was uo Servens, noc
bomeborn-Slave, yet be'ia fpail’'d, when God hath that to fay to
him, A#nd now what baft tho to do is the way of Egyrt, to drimk
the waser of Sichor ? And what baft thom to do in the way of Afly-
tia, todrink the weater of the River ? Jer. 2. 14, 18- as before
that, Fof. 7. 13. though they were in Covenant with God, and
had the promife of Cewsan, yet, when they had o
sccurfed thing in the wmidft of them , they received a re-
- pulfe at &%, infiead of gaining the vi&ory. Salvation from God
Gggg 2 , s
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isonly tobe found in ¢ way of God. Even an honeft Man in
by-paths may meet with Theeves and Robbers.  Fouler fins
put us out of God’s protection, dath and fruftrate expedation ,
whereas make but fure of thefe three,that the Mercy be found in a
Promife, our felves in Covenans, and our way end temper within
tbe Condition of it, and then we may not only with comfort de-
fire, butallo with confidence expeét Salvation.

3. But yet {0,as then in an.humble and meek Patience filently
to ftay God’s leafure for it,which is the third particular, wherein
this Waiting moft properly and formally confifts,as ever including
fome longer or fhorter (fay : and therefore exprefled in the New
Teftament ufually by uéva,or its compounds,wyomvm,ﬁte;u{m,
wegonaplees, or me goed piuw, a flaying, abiding and fitting
downby it : aindin the Old Tefament ufually expreficd by this
word in the Text, which (I faid) fignificth an Exsenfion or Pro-
Iongation as of the defire, fo often of the thing defired. Inthe
firft particular of it (as we have feen)it contained in it fong looksy
and losging defires; but not like Womens longingsithat are fo
Jhort-winded,that they cannot ftay, or like fhort-winged Birds,
‘that can make no long flight. No, 3’1)"19 WO YD NN AR
Even inthe way of thy judgments, O Lord, bave we waited for
thee. - Though the way be deep, a way of judgments,and lmg too,
as the word M"IN imports, yet, 1IN 3", their line is ftretch-
edout to its length : and as long as God ftayeth, they will wair.
In waiting they will wait,Plal.40.1. Pasiensly they will wait,Rom.
8. 25. and thisevery day; continxally, Hof. 1. 6. ""D,a Be-
Never’s juge facrificinm, which day by day he attends upon God
with, and this of the day, Pfal. 25.5. and this, although it be
-a very Stormy Winter day, ol rZe days of my warfare will I
waityfaith Job. Chap. 14. 14 and Facob here, though this Sa2- -
vation which he expects was not till divers hundreds of years af-
ter hisdeath; yet becaufe he knoweth that God is fo true and
faithful, as never to forget his Word at laft, and fo wifé and
merciful, as to be fure to remember it at that time which fhall be
moft fit : thercfore although this Tribe of Daw was one of
the la(t that was fetled in its Lot, and thercin very much mo-
lefted by the Amorites, efpecially by their bad Neghbours the
Philiftines, yet, Dum fpiro, fpero, aslong ds be lives, be bopes, and
When beis now a dying, his Hapes die not with his Life: but
he both liveth in bope, and when he dieth, refls in bope : he be-
belicves that his Covenant will be able to reach his Seed when he

is
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is dead to a thosfand Generations, Pfal. 105. 8. and thercfore
expedis that mow, which (hall betide them then: M.an while pa-
tiently waits God’s leafure: And now being wpois the poims of
- Death, he layeth bis Head in.bis Fatber’s Bofom, and there quict-
ly breaths out his Soul with this warm Breath, (And how fweet
isit!) I bave waised fur shy Salvation, O Lords which comes to
“this, that weare to ffay God’s Leafure, and to mait, upon him
for Mercy. o ’ _
1. .Though intervening Occurrences come crofs, as it was
in the Danites infetations from Amorites and Philiftims. 1 ac-
knowledg this puts Faith to it, asitdid David’s ; who, after that
he was promifed to be King, was purfued asa Traytor; where-
upon he fometimes thinks it long, and crieth out, O when wils
thos come unto me ? Pfal. 101.2. And fometimes grows very
quick and hafty, and in that hafte faith, A0 Men are Lyers, Pfal,
116. 11. cven Sammel himfelf, who promifed him a King-
dom, and behold, nothing but Mifery and Thraldom. Bat let
Ifract, even when the Sea is before them, and the Egyptians be-
bind them, and (o nothing in view but emminent Deftradion in
ftead of the promifed Deliverance and  Salvation, let Ifracl, I
. fay,even in that pofture fland fill and wait,and fec God's Salvati-

on, Exod. 14, 13. The Man may be taking the greateft Leap,
when he goes moft backward, and God may be then about to do
moft for his People, when thereis the leaft appearance of any
thing but of the quite contrary. Ifrael atlatt thall be fettled
in Canaan, though, when now upon the Borders of it, they are
drivem back in the'way to the Red-Ses again. Stay therefore
God’s Leafure and wait upon him, though .intervening Provi-
dences feem crofs.

2. Though delays be very long. The Danites had their Lot
with the laft, and.yet in reference to them Facob's Faith could
reft on God, and.lay, I bave waited for thy Salvation, ™ DN
'S nom oA, Hab.z. 3. Theughit tarry (and the word is
in forma duplicata, tocxprefs a longer double delay) yet wait
for it The precious Frait, that the Husbandman wish {uch pati-
ence waits for, lieth fometimes long under ground, and fo it
is oft with God’s precionfeft Mercies : Oftentimes they have but
flow beginnings,and no hafty proprefs (it may be) afterwaxds,!mt As the Aldey.
ripen very faft towards the latter end, like a watwral motiomy 7,.c 5o,
fbw at firft, but guick in the clofe.  After God’s Promife of L. c.
multiplying Abrabam’s Seed a5 she Stors of Heaven, Gen. 15.‘_ 5. .

: or
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for above 200 Years of the 400 mentioned, ver. 13. The holy
Seed were no more than Sevemty.  Chap. 46. You will fay, It was
but a backward Sprimg 5 but yet for all that, proved a very plen-
tiful Harveft: Thowgh their beginning was fmall, yet their laster
end did greatly increafe : When that Seventy in a lefs time, grew

to fix bundred thoufand Men, befide Children, Ex.od. 12. 37. And

of Dan, one Hufhim, Gen. 46.23. comes to Sixty two thoufand

feven bundred, Numb. 1. 38,39,  As fingle Numbers may be but

few, but foon rife to vaft Sums, if you go on to m;lz{y them.

And the fame People in their laft year in the Wildernefs, advan.

ced as much towards Canaan, as they had before d9nc inall t.hc

former thirty nine.  As he that runs fairand cafily in the begin-

ning of the Race, puts on apace, and makes all fpced when

now towards the end of it. And fo God tells the Propher,

that the Vifion is yet for an appeinted time, but at the end it will

fpeak and not ly : Though for the prefent you hear nothing

of it, yetatthe end it will fpeak out to purpofe, and prockim

God to be Truc and Faithful ; and ﬂlx:ctol:c ::zﬁght well adlc,l,

though it tarry, yet wair for it. When the Ma €x tarrics, the

Scrént' w:ir:? ¢ And therefore, if God tarryas a Mq‘:r‘P Faith

thould teach the Believer to mait as 2 Sevvoms. _

And this not only in fair Way, and the lightfome Swmmers
Day of Peace and Profperity, (for, if fo enly, our meaning is,
that God fbewld wait on us rather than we on him) but even in
deepeft Ways and foulet Weather, and darkeft Winter-nights of
Adverfity and Afflictions , MmN 9N, Yea, even in the Wa
of thy Fudgments, bave we waited for thee, O Lord, Ha.
260 '8- ‘ a .

An #rkfom task, T confefs, and to Flefh and Blood intollerable,
which thinks it’s for Mdancbah’el‘ Fools to fit {0 long waiting and
flarving in the Dark, and to be looking for a late Morning:- ight
in fuch long Winter-Nights. It's very hard meekly to tarry
God’s' Teafure, efpecially when he tarvies foug, and not ene of
thefe three waysto mifcarry, and yet all contrary to waiting,
After a longer fighing under Preffure, and breathing after Ealg,
not, 1. Either to fink in Difcouragement, Lam. 3.18. Or,
2. Fo rifeup in Difcontent, as’ Job, & Pfal. 39.3. ~Or, 3. To
Ttart out in fome unwarrautable Way, fo to make 8 fhorter cut
to our Freedom, 1 Sam.27.1.  For we dre naturally,

" Y. Senfual and Brmtifhy, extremely affe@ed with prefent Pain
and Eafe, 'Wants and Enjoyments.  Want the wifdem of a

Man,

~
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Man, to forelce what may be beft for hereafter, andl the Faith
of a Cbriftisn, whichis the fubflance of shings boped for, and
foarc impatient of waiting upon even God himfclf, of whom
we will have prefens Paymens, and will give him no more time
(though he always allows forit) efpecially if it be fomething
that we are fo greedy of, that with Eli's Sons, we will rather
have it raw, than fay for is.

2. Wearc very Weak : And a weak Body cannot fiand long
under an beavy Burden without finking. How much to do hath
a weak fick Man to get over a long Winter’s Night without
fainting ? . Fob was half at that pafs, when he faid, What is my
firengsh that I fhould b?e ? Job.6. 11,12,  And my firength and
my iape is perifbed, faid the Lamenting Church, Lam. 3.18.
When her Stremgsh is fpent that fhe can bear no- more, her Hope
is allo gone with it, that the can wais no longer.

én

3+ Unbelieving. As be shat believeth maketh not bafle:  So 1(;. 1 3. 16,

nothing finks the Heart fooner than Defair, which gives over

boping and waiting together, 1 Sam. 27.1. They wair (Ifa.

26. 8.) when the defire of sheir Somds by Faish is carried out to Pifeater.

the remembrance of his Pyomifes.

4. Not more Weak than Froward, as the fick weak Man
ufeth tobe s and the frowasd Child cricth fiereely, if yau ftay
long. A Bardesona galled Back frets, and makes the Man go
fresting, that he cannot ftend ftill.

5. And very Prowdtoo. Now waiting, asit puts Honowr up-
on him that is waited on, and therefore great ones afle@ it, fo
it debafesh the Waiser : And thexefore the proxd Man cannot ea-
dure it, isbafly, cannot wait; no, notxpon God him(elf, 2 King.
6.33. It’s not fo with us, when we are humble 5 but ever
fome firring of Pride, whea we cannot quictly wait, and fit
fill,

.. 6 And laftly,We are very full,as of Self-love,o of Self-coneeis.
The one concludes for our Safety, and the other confalts for
Means of it of omr own, which ufually are next hand, and fo we
annot flay to wait on God’s Comnfel, Plal. 106, 13. This we
feein Sam!, who cannot flay for Samuels coming, when be ap-
prehends prefent danger, 1 Sam. 13. 11, 12. and fo firsins Coxr-
tefie and Canfzience together, and Chap. 14.19. he caunot tarry
to wait for an anfwer from God , when he conceives he hath
thought of a better Courfe than God could dire& him to.

Which ¢ven Devid alio had a ftzong touch of, Chap.27. 1. when
com

4
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confulting with his own Heart about the beft way of his Safety,
he cannot flay and wait upon God, who had fo conftantly E‘tc-
fesved him : But he muft needs both dangeroufly and ditho-
nourably run away to the Philiftires.  No greater Enermny to
our trufting and waiting wpm God, than leaning to our own wrs-~
derftaudings, Prov.3.s5. Thus Weaknefs and Unbelief fink us,
Pride and Frowardnefs make us fwell, and haftily rife sp againft
God; Self-love, and Self-comceit , make us in unwarrantable
ways of our own ftart out from him; all feverally and joyne-
ly keep us from an humble, meek, faithful, felf-refigning
Waiting upon him, Which yet there is all reafon we fhould en-
deavour and prrétice, if we confider :

1. Who, and how great that God is, that-we are to wait on :
O fhame we our felves, whilft we think how long wecan en-
dure todance Attendance on great Men, and have not the pati<
ence to wait half the time -on the Great God. How blafphe-
moufly irrational was his reafoning? 2 Kings 6. 33. This evil
# of the Lord : What fhenld T wait on the Lord any longer 2 The
Prophet teacheth usa better and a quite contrary Inference, Hofo
12. 6. becaufe heis Elobims, the ‘Great God,- and omrs, we fhould
therefore wdit on ‘bim continxally.

2. Who, and how Mean we are that do wait : poor Beggers 5
and Beggersmay well be Waiters : The poor of the Flock waited
on me, faith the Prophet, Zech. 11. 13. We are Poory let us
not be {o'Proud, as not tobe willing to wait, but fo Ingenuous
as to bluflb, when we think how Jong we let the Begger wait at omr
Doors, and yet have not our fclves the patience to -wait any time
at God’s, who yet are but Beggers.

At belt but Servants : And doft thou expe@ that thy Servant
fhould mait on thee, and not thou on God ? Efpccially fecing
Waiting in Scripturc is put for Service, Prov. 27.18. So it’s
that picce of Service, which God fometimes only <alls for, on-
Iy to wait on our Mafter, when we cannot work_ for him: That
which both fits us for Work, and which God expe@s (even
Waiting upon him both for Pardon and Acceptance) after allour
Working, Luke 17.7, 8. .

3. As Great as God is, and as Bafc as we are, yet confider,
whether in waiting God hath made us fiay long :

Either abfolutely, when fomctimes he hath prevented our
Prayers and Thoughts, 1. 65.24. So that as it is Chap. 30,
18,19 He hath waited, that we might not wait: Not we {o

much
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much, as He hath waited to be Gracioms. And have we fo much
caufe to be thankful to God, that He hath oftentimes refcued
us fo fpccdily,‘ and can we fee no caufe then to be content when
(always for fome good Caufe) He fometimes comes ifi more
flowly ? Oft-times abfalmtely ic hath not been long that God
hath made us wair.
. Atleaft comparatively, not (o long ; as

Our Betters have waited on him. Hemas from his Yosth,

P(al. 88.'15. and Dasvid, all the day, Plal. 25.5. Our felves -

have waited on Men for leffler Matters : Have made others waie
on us for Trifles.

Nay, have made God himfelf waiton us, (1.) For firft Con-
verfion s Hand beld ous all the day lomg, Rem. 10. 21, (2.) Af-
terwards for further Entrance and Communion. Chrilt fends
and knocks at his Spoufe’s Door till his Head be full of Dew, and
bis Locks with the Drops of the Night, Cant. 5. 2. for that
which after all his waiting he hath gone away without, (as in
both thofe places) s and 1 Pes. 3. 20. His Long-[affering waited

- One bundred and twenty years in the days of Noab, and yet was

diappointed.
4~ Though never fo long, yet not longer than till we be once

fic for it. sgb till then it did tarry, yct then it will not, Hab.

2,'3. Till then God waits, and not we. -

s. Fifthly, for the moft part we have not ufed to wais fo leng
on God for Mercies in our want of them, as God hath waited
upon w with Mercies in our enjoyment of them. Many of us
muft fay, that oar Fevers have ncither been Quotidian, not
Hedlicks 5 our Good days have been more than. ous IR days 5 as
with us in this Climate, our lomgeft Winter-nights are_mot longer
than our lougeft Summer-days : Oux Peace louger than our War,
and our Plenty than our Pemwrys and therefore cither abfolusely
we have not waited- long, or at leaft in all the former Particu-
]afrs not fo loug Comparatively that we have caulc to @gmplin
of it. ‘

And though it fhould be longer, yet not longer, if we confider
the weight and worth of the Mcrcy we wais for.  It’s fometimes
no lefs than Chrift and Salvation thou wateft fors affurance of
God’s Love, the mortifying of an habituated Luft, like the heals
ing of an old Sore, and curing of a Chronical Difeafe. It
may be it’s now the Refeue of a s;h}:lle] Land from Deftrudion :

- H A
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A 1ight Settlement of Church and State upon fafe and lafling
Fougdations. Lamént only after the Lord, and be not too hafly
to fret againft him, showgh the time be long, 1 Sam.7.2. Ifsa.
reat Load 5 thipk not much that it comes not in galloppinyg, buc
drawn on hewily and come in flowly : a rich Fraight and
Lading> think not a long Voyage long, The Husband man

* waits with much Long-[uffering, for the precions Frxit of the Earth,

James 5.7.  And fhall we have no patience left in waiting for -
the more preciows things of Heaven ? Say not fo much, that
the Evils are great, which we therefore would make bafte to be
rid of : But argue, and think withal, that thercfore the con-

" trary Mercies are proportionably great, and therefore [houlld be

guictly fayed, and in God’s Way and Time maited for. }
6. And the rather, becaufe humble and filent waiting at lalt
will never be in vain, and wholly difappéinted, Pfal. 9. 18. 42
the end the Vifion will fpeak and not lye, Hab. 2. 3. God bids
us wait, Pfal. 27. 14. and ¥ we mean not to difappaint them,

- whom we bid flay, far be it from us to think God o unfaithful,

as to let his People’s Eyer guite fail with waiting. No,their Ex- -
periences and Praifes bear witnefsfor him to the contrary, while
they can fay, Lo, this is our God, we bave wited, for bim, and
be will fave ws : Yhis is the Lord, we bave bave waited for bim, we
will be glad and vejoyce in bis Salvation, Ma. 25.9. .

7. 1mightadd, that this Salvation, the longer and the more
paticntly it hath been waited for before it come, it will be moft
feafonably and fully, with more Comfort and Bleffing: Though,
whilt deferred, it made the longing Heart fick, yet when come,
itis & Tree of Life, Prov. 13.13.  An laac; 3 fon of Langbter, .
that was long waited for. Thus, it will not be in vain at laft.

8. No, nor for the prefent, were there nothing but what

 the faithful Soul meets with in the Faterim, and whillt it flays.

waiting, evena Lamensing Church may truly, and feclingly fay :
The ¥ good snto them that wait for bim, to the Soul thas

. Jeeketh bim, Lam. 3. 25. And thercfore, ver. 26. It is good

that s Mn (hould bope, and quictly wait. for the Salvation of
Ged. Truly, [0 good, that for many a Mercy it™s better with
us in the wairing for i1, than in the refoycing of it. More of .
God’s glorious Power (as fome -obferve) manifefled to Ifrael,
waiting upon him in the Wilerne(s, than when fettled in
Canaan : Aund more of God Grace and lefs Sin, exprefied by -

David,



' ~on GEN. 49. 18, 615
" Dapid, whillt he waited upon God for a Kin%dom, than when
he was poffefied of it. The waiting Soul is all that while kept j
more awfuly humble, heavenly, clofer toGod in Prayer, and 8
Spiritual Communion.. Faith, Hope, Love, Mecknefs, Pati- . . 1
ence, Wifdom, Courage, are Ingredients in waiting into the ve-
1y Sxbfiance ‘(and not only in the Infufion ) ani in liveliest, _
- ftrongeft Execrciles and Operations.  Whillt they wair o -
the Lord, they remew sheir firengsh, shey mouns wp with Wings
# Eagles , they run and are not weary, and walk and yes nos
. fains, Ifa. 40.31. ~ .
| And thercfore upon thefe and the like Confiderations, in
greateft cither outward Dangers, or inward Faintings, let us
live by F aith believing, and even die in Hope, then Waiting 5 and
with dying Facob, in the Text, even breath out our Souls in-"
to our Fathers bofon with his I bave waited for shy Salvation,
. O Lord. ' .
Which was the fourth Point, That all in ftraits we fhould
after his Example wait for Gods Refcue and Salvation. But
that’s not all. mgomcthing et more which a Fifth Polat held
out, and that (as fome think) according to the fpecial meaning

Hhhhz  SER-
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"GEN, 49. 18,
I have waited ﬁr thy Salvation, O Lord.
we fhould look and wait for Spirismal and Eternal Sal-

vatim by Chrift.So very many both Fewifh and Chriftign
¥ [uterpreters upen the Text agree,that although  Facob

T[—ht in all outward temporal Ddliverances by or from Mex,

"here looked and waited for a temporal Salvation to be wroughe,

efpecially by Samipfon, Ifrael’s Champion : (of which we {pake
in the former point) yet this fatisfied not his defire, nor termina-
ted the Eye of his Faith, for that was bat a semporal Salvation :
and after it, Sampfow him!f dyed, and Ifrael were oppreffed, and

- carried away Captives, and therefore after the manncr of the

Prophets (as was before faid) who when they fpake of any great
Deliverance or Deliverer, which did either typify, orany way
refemble Fefis Chrift and his Salvation, they were wont to look
through thé one to the others {o he looks at God’s mercy in
Samp[on’s Deliverance, but refts not these, but from the Naza-
rite l0oks to the Nagarene. Non fufficis Sampfon, venist Schilo, as
Gordenius paraphrafeth its or rather as the Chaldee more fully.
Non expelio redemptioners Gideonis filii Joas, que et falns tempo-
ralis neque redemprionerns Sampfonis, queeft tranfitoria:  I's not
the temporary tranfitory Salvation of Gideon, Fepbtab, Sampfin,
or any of the reft of thofe Saviowrs that I fo much look for,
oratallrefiins butin, through and above all them, ic’s the
Salvation of Jebovab, the .S;piritul and Esernal Salvation of Fe-
Jus Chrift, the Som of David, the Somof Ged: 105 He, which
Fwait for. This was dying Faceb’s lalt Breach, and this the
hively breathing of every true believing Soul, that in aH fraits
waits for deliverance from God, but in all {uch Deliverances lqoks
further for a greater Salvations by Chriff with this '( nywrb
T AP Thave waited for shy Salvation, O Lord. " All othey
outward Salvarions thou workeft,and they are tiuly thine; bue
this Spiritwal, Eternal Salvation thou alone workeft, and its every

. way
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way enly thine ; which whether without or with them I Jook and
long for efpecially, and in a manner only. ,

For the better clearing and preffing of which Duty, it will be
ufeful for us to confider, _ .

1. The Example of God himfelf, who, though the whole
Waorld be his, and what content the whole Body of the Creature
can afford is at his command, yet it’s sot the flefb of Balls that be
eats - nor the Bloud of Goats that he defires to drink, nor the
firength of the Horfe that he delights in 3 ~But he proclaims from
Heaven, that it is Chritt his Beloved Sow, in whom he doth ac-
quiefce, and is well plesfed, Matth. 3.17. That therefore which
replenitheth the Ocean, thould fill the Ciffern. That in which
God rets, wethould, and in nothingel{e. Till we come to it
we would be refilefs; and asGod in. the Creation refted not in
his making all other Creatures till he had made Man 5 fo anfwe-
rably in our recovering or emjoying all other contentments, we
fhould not reft till we enjoy God in Fefus Chrift.

2. The pralice of the fairhful, who of all Men beft know
what Chrilt #hd his Sa'vation ate.  And here we fiod the Spoufe
Cant. 3.2,3. when fhe isat a lofs for her Beloved, going abomt

- the Cityinshe Streess and in the brosd ways 5 and in that fgoodly
I

ght,or

City, cfpecially in the fair Streess of it,was there no gay
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& 147. 10.

precious commodity, which might entertain her Eye and Heare, -

- and bid her ftay, and ftand ftill and fit -down, and give over her

fo carneft pusluit and inqueft ? No, if ome- wowld give ber all the
fubflance of bis Houfe, all the riches of the City, allshe Glory of
therWarld for her Love, 15 YN 113 it would usserly be contemned
Chap- 8. 7. You find her in the bighef Streets, pretling through
the greateit crowds of other friends and-contentments with her
Bxt faw ye bim whom my Soml loveth ? Saw you bim whom my
Soxl lovesh? Why? Mayft thounot feein fucha City {o many
fricnds and contentments that thy Sowd may not difdiin to.love,
that in the midftof them, as bereft of all, thou makeft (uch
énquiry after him thas thy Soul loves ? Indecd, the Dangbters
of Ferufslem, Chap. 5. think it firange, and the Children of this
World account ic lictle bettery than diftracted non-fenfe:  But

~whatever they think or fay, the muit till on in her puriuic, till

the tind him whom fhe feeks, and that’s her Beloved, whileft the
is thus fick of Jove. So when Daniel had prayed for Fudab's De-
Jiverance trom the 70 years Captivity in Babylon, he refts not
there, but goeth on to enquire after (at leaft Ged duth to g;_os
’ mile
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-mife) a greater Salvation by Chrift after 70 weeks of yeors,Dan.
. 9.23,24- Thus the Belicvers in the time of the Law, though

Pil. 119, 81.

in that D;[paﬁtioi: they were much entertain’d and even trained
€

up with Temporal Mercies and Deliverances, and pompous ouf-
ward Services, yct even then they lived and walked by Faith in
that valley of Vifios. Through thofe Vails they looked at
Chrift, and faisted him afar off, Heb. 11. 13. and under thofe
Jeaves they felt for the Fruitof the Tree of Lifes were not fatis-
fied with thofe prefent outward mercies, but looked long for
Chrift, and waited for the Confolation of Ifrael by him, Luke 2.
25+ as Ambrofe upon that of the Pfalmift, Defecitin Jalutare
tuam anima meay, My Soul faintesh for thy Salvation, fheweth

. how carnettly their Souls went out.to the Meffab, that the more

their Sowls faimed, themore lively and vigorous was their love;
and the longes he wasdeferred (eo expelianis defideria majora
funs, & q-}dam vi amoris ignefcunt) the more were their Souls
and dcfires kindled and inflamed with an Ob that thox wonldt
vent the Heavens, and come down, 1fa. 64. 1. Infomuch thac-

. Bernard when he thinks of it, is not more grieved thanathamed

Serm. 2. in
Cant.

at our deadoefs and fluggithnefs. Com :;;for & confundor in
memes ipfo, pudet torporis & teporks miferabilinm temporum bo-
ram, &c’f that Chrift and his ’GP:'M fhould notbccnptoc';taincd
with fo much Lose and Foy now that they arc exbibited,as they
were with defire and expedation of them then when they were
only promifed. Cwi namque noftrsém tantum ingerit gaudism gra-
tie exbibitio, quantum veteribus Patribms accendebat defiderinm

- promiffio ? So little did their temporal Deliverances and Mercies,

Mach. 13,46,

which they were trained up with, fatisfy their Souls, or Rat
(but rather quicken) their louging defires after Cbriff and his
Salvation. Anfwerable to which is thae of the Apofile ;. for
whom I beve [uffered the lofs of all things, and do count thems buse
Dung, that I may gain Chrift, Phil. 3. 8. Gain Chrift: it feems
therefore that Chrift only was his Gain 5 and that whatever elfe
he had gained, tillt.e had him, altthat gain be might put into a
wet Eye, as being a very great Jofér : or, at befty at a very great
dofs, and thercfore (v. 9.) he defires to be foundin him, érc.-
But withal, inthat he fieffered the lofs of all for Chrift, it af-
fordsby the way a further ftrong proof of this point; for he
that cou'd be content to fuffer the lofs of all for bim, could not
be content with any thing without him.  The Merchantin the
Gofpel, that fuld all be bad tobuythe Pearl, was not fatisfied
: with
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with all he had, to go without it. A Semth Cowntry willnot™
fatisfy a thirfting Soulwithout spper end setber Springs. Whilett Judg 1. 1.
Racbel was barren, the faid, Give me Childrenyor elfe 1,dye : when Gen. 50. 1.
the had them, and was after deprived of them, whactcver other :
comforters the had, yet (he coxld not be comforted, becanfs they .
wove ot Till a Chriftian have Cbrift, what ever elfc he hath
be cannot be fatisfied : and if afterward, in any manner he lofe
him, whatever elfe he keeps fafe, hecannot be comforted. So
Awjtin on that place of Fobn 6. 68. Lord, whither hallwe go ?
&c. bringsin Peter, {peaking thus, Repellis mos asc? da mobit 7742 29. in
alterwm te. Lord if thou put us away from thee,thou mu@ give Faer.
us another that is the very fame with thee, for we cannot be fa-
tistied.without thees and as he elfewhere adds, Da smamem, da
defiderantem, da cefurientem, da talem, & fciet quid dicoms : fi
awtem frigido loguor, nefcis qmod loqmor, &c. To a dull dead fpi-
vit this is a riddle ;5 but one that knowsand loves Chrift feeling-
ly, underfands it, as being his inward hearts language : To
fuch an one " all clfe is nothing befides hims and theretore no-
thing can fatisfy without him. K Chritt be off im a8, Col.3.11.
then all befides bim, if witbewt him, is motbing. As inGodwe
Vive and move as Creatuxes, Afls 17. 28. fo inChbrif, as Belie-
wers.  The Needle toucht cannot leave trembling, till iepicch |
North :-Were it but the Soul of 2 Man, it’s unquiet till it reft in
God, but let itbean Heart truly touche with fenfe of faving-
Grace , whatever elfe it hath, it’s yet unfatisfied without
Chrifh.
3. And great reafon for it, if wefhall confider, Thirdly, who
and what Chr## and his Salvatiom 55 and this without other
things, '#hst one thing neceffary, Luke 10.'42. It’s not neceflary
that we fhould have Health, Wealth, Worldly Honours, or out--
- ward Dkliverances, butit’s abfolutely neceffary for us to have
Chrift and Salvation by him 5 clfe we are utterly undone. And
therefore to be fatisficd with them without him, is to be comtens.
with trifles and fuperfinities, and want meceffaries. For {o in
- Scripture we fhall find him called by the namcs of fuch things,
which (what ever elfe we cither have or want) we cannot be
~ without 5 of Father, Husband, Captain, Shepberd, Head, Bread,
- Swn, Light, Lifcitfelf, and the Breath of owr Noftrils, as di--
vers expound that,Lament. 4. 20. and if all this, we may well
ask Berwerd's qucftion, Ubi bene eft finete? Ubi male poterit cffe
“ewm te ? Loxd with thee, how or where can it be il with mz ?
. Who
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= who in thee have Fatber, Husband, Captain, Shepberd, Head to
.guide, prote&, and provide for me s the Staff of Bread to fecd
and fupport me v the Sum, Lighe, and Life to inlighten and imli-
venme. Butalas! how? where will it, can it be well with
me, if without thee, without whom all this, all elfe is nothing?
‘What forlorn Orphaxsare we, if we havenot him to be nur Fe-
ther 2 What defolate Widow-Souls have we, if divorced from this
" Husband ? flly helple(s ftray loft Shecp, and only for a Prey,
though fed in other never fo fatand greew Pajtures, if not un-
der this good Shepberds care! Though a Sampfon (hould be my
. Champios, yet a miferable inthrall’d Captive I (hall be, if not un-
der theproteGion of this Captain of my Salvation 5 pined wich-
all other dainties, if not fed with this Bresd of eLifes benighted
in blacknefs of darkucs for ever, though other Starrs thine yand
all other Torches be lighted, if not enlightned with this Swn -
of Righteoufnefs 5 afenfle(s trank if not united to this Head; a
livelc%s Life, if not enlivened with this guickming Spirit' and -
L apide im La- Life. Sine Chrifto vanum eft omne quod vivimus, what good will my
ment 4. 20.  Life do me, if Jacob marry with she Danglmn of Heth? faid Re-
T bekab, Gen. 27.46. and what good will mine do. me; if I be
' not wmarricd to Chritt,? Nome bwt Chrift, nothing but Chrift.
Whatever ground I ftand on,my foot finks till (et upon this Rock.
And theretore what ever other mercy or Deliverance I have,
ftill.with?acob in the Text Iwill wait for thy Salvation, O
Lord. Which leads to .
4. A 4th. Confideraticn fo this purpofe,and that is,of what all
- other Mercies and Deliverances are,befides Chrift & bis Salvation.
1. They but pledges of chis. Outwatd mercies of Chri@t and _
his Grace and Salvation. Indeed, they are not this in themfelves,
" foas cither wicked Men that have their fbare in them fhould
thereby haveany Evidence of inte-reft in Him, or that the God-
ly from their wans of them fhould dowbt of their pars in bim.
For in both theft refpets, Solomon’s rule holds, By shem no Masn
kinoweth citber Love or batred, Ecclef. 9. 1. But yet becaufe asto.
Believers the fame ele@ing-Love, that defigns Heaven and Etex-
~ nal Salvation to them in Chrift, doth in and by him difpenfe al-
{fo outward Mercies and Deliverances (and therefore. the Apoftle
from the one argucth ard arifech to the other Rom. 8. 28, 29,30.)
therefore they in their enjoyment of them (hould fo imgrove
them, as Ifracl’s Deliverances (rom the Iron Furnace in t and
Bubylon were types of their and our Salvation by Chrift from

.. the
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the fiery Furnace of Hell and Damnation ; fo ftill that tempo-
ral Favours and prote¢tions fhould be tafts and pledges to us of

fpiritual and eternal Salvation by Chrift, as;it was with Pawl.
2 Tim. 4+ 17, 18. Iwas delivered from the Moxth of the Lyon,and

*——“——1
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the Lord fhall deliver me from every evil work , and preferve me um=

to bis Heavenly Kingdom. Bur if fo, then the thirlty Soul can-
not be farisfied with fuch calts, but by them rather hath its ap-
petite further quickned after thofe fuller draughts of Grace and
Mercy in Chrift. And thefe lefler pledges draw it out in more
earncit longings after thofe greater matters, and which it far
more looks after.  For although in fome other cafes the pledge
may in worth equal, yea and exceed the thinginfured and ex-
pefted, yet here ®’s far otherwife.  This pledg is fcarce an ear-
neft penny, and therefore willnot fatisfy the wary Soul inftead
of its full payment. And {o, though it hath this Eaneft, yet
it looks ftill for the Principal. Though dclivered by Ssmpfon,
yet ftill waits on God for his Salvation. }

2, Thefe outward Mercies and Deliverances are given and
intendéd by God in a {an&ified ufe of them, to be as means,
and asit were under-{teps to lift up the Heart to higher defires
and enjoyments of Chrift and Salvation: As Zachess by getting
up into the Sycomore-Tree, getsa fight of Chrift. In thefe more
favoursbleand liberal entertainments in ourggay, God never in-
tended that with the drowfie Difeiples, we {hbuld dream of pitch-
ing our Tabernacles,and fay it’s good to be heres but that,

Thefe Accommodations on the one hand fhould be asour vis

sicwm and incouragements. o
* And thofe Deliverauces on the other hand remove difcourage-
ments and ftumbling-blocks in our way to Salvation.
The one build our Scaffold, that we might better edify owr
Jelves inthe Faith of Chrifls as A&. 9. 31. when the Churches
bad reft and peace, they were edified, walking in the fear of God,
and in the comfort of the Holy Ghoff.  And therefore the Lord by
his Prophet Foel, Chap. 2. after he had promifed plenty of other
food. v. 26: adds a Promife of powring out his Spirit, v. 28.
The other are but to free us from incumbrances, that we might
vacare Deo, and ferve him with le(s diftratlion, as Zachary fings,
being delivered ont of the bands of our Enemies, might [erve bim
withows fear, in Holine(s and Righseoufnefs before bim all the days
of our Life, Luke 1. 74,75, ‘

Iiii Te-
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Indeed we are too fubje& fo to abufe and pervert fuch out-
ward helps, that on the contrary they too oft prove hindrances,
Snares and Thorns tointangle us in our advance to Heaven, fo

-that fometimes we nzver had lefs of God, than when we had

moft of the World, and our being fet free from troubleis bue
the opening the Cage or Prifon-door for loofe hearts to run further
from God.

Who thereby is inforced, that he may recover us out of thofe
wild vagarics, to bring us into fome narrow deep Lanes befet on
both fides with Thorns, the better to keep us in our way; and to
break thofe Crutches, which we too much refted on, that we
may be taught to lean spon our Beloved in a Wildernefs, Cant. 8.5.
and (0 we come to make more {peed to our journey’s end, when
lightoed of that Luggage,which fo muchloaded and hirdred us
in our way.

But that is from God’s Grace. Mean while it’s a great part of
oxr folly snd pervcr]éne(‘} to turn our helps into hindrances. He
at once both wrongs himfelfand his Friend’s courtefy, who ha-
vinga Stool lent him to reach fomething he hath great need of,
when he hath gotten upon it, only ftands Rrutting upon it, and
braving over others that are undes him, till inftead of reaching
what he wanteth, falls down headlong. He s a foolith Paffen-
ger, that when tH®Mafier of the Ship puts him afhore for his
sefrefhment, or to take in fomething for his accommodation,
ftayeth fo long gathering Shels on the Sand, or Flowers in the
Meadow, that he lofeth his Voyage : Nor is he the wifeft Tra-
veller, who for the more comfort and fpeed of his Journey, be=
ing by his Friend led in a plain fair way, and through pleafant
Meadows, is fo taken with them, that he liesdowato fleep in
them, forgetting his Errand, and fo loiters as loth to part with
them, as that he is benighted and falls fhort of Home. A good
Traveller is of another mind, and takes another courfe  faith,
the Coaft indeed is clear and free from Theeves and Robbers, the
way pleafant, and Inns and other Accommodations by the way
commodious 5 but yet for all that (as it is in the Proverb) stinam
donsi effem, 1 would T were at home : And fo, the fairer the
way is,the more hafte he makes and puts on. It is or fhould be
fo with every true Traveller Heaven-ward. If in his way he
meet with trouble and danger, he faith I would I were at Home
in Heaven, where there is none of this: butif fafety and pro-
fperity, yct would I were at Home in Heaven, where there ils]

muc
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much better than this : Heaven is my Haven, and thefe are but
fair Gales to carry me on with more (peed thither.  Chrift is the
End I aim at; and therefore as A4ujtin upon that Title of the
Plalm: In finem cum andis , in Chriftum intende, wne in vita
remanendo non pervemiss ad finem : When I hear of the End, I
muft think of making after Chrift, and not flagd &till in my
way, left Icome not to my Journcy’s end. . Quicquid eft ubi in-
fra [eteris, antequam ad Chriftwm perveneris, nibil alind Divi-
nus [ermo dicit, nifi Accede. How firm foever the Ground be
that I ftand upon, on this fide of Chrift, though Senfe and car-
nal Reafon fay, ftand flill and abide by it 5 yet Scripture hath no-
thing elfe to fay to me but this onc word, Arife, this is not thy
refting place, Mic. 2, 10. Thereis a Plus ultra: Get nearer to
Chritt, advance further to Heaven, and when a Sampfon hath
delivered thee from the Philiftines, and other fuch-like Enemies,
let not this be ail thou lookeft fors bus flill fay with Facob, O
Lord, now that I am thus faved, yet ftill I mait for thy further
and greater Salvation. .

3. And this Thirdly, Byreafon of the little advantage of the
one, if we fall thort of the other. . Though wé fhould be faved
Trom Bodily danger by an Arm of Flep, it our Souls (hould not
be faved from Hell and Wrash by (brift 5 What wilt thow give me,
(faid Abaabam to God) fecing I go Childlefs ? Gen. 15.2. And
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Mark 8.36,37.

in that Gbild he looked at Chrift : And fo a right Heir of Abre-

bems faith, Lord, what good will all elfc that thou hatt given
me do me, if I go Chriftlefs? We are indeed unworthy of
Crums, lefs than tbe leaft of Gods Mercies, and therefore fhould
be thankful for them: But yet becaufe they are amongft thofe
T ¢Aaxisa, Luke 16.10. thofe leaft of Mercies,it’s but little good
we fhall reap by them, if we have not Chriftand his Grace, and
Salvation, that great'Gift of God with them. It’s not an half
Mercy where Chrift is wanting, who is 4l in sll. Ashere
Confider, . ’

1. On the one fide, how wretched we may be with.all other ‘

Mercies and Deliverances without Chrift. Indeed, fo we may
account our felves as Happy, as he accounted himfelf Perfect :
And cherefore made. the boafting Queftion, Mat. 19, 20, Whas
lack I yer? And Anfwer here may be made, Lz# lackeft thou one

" thing, and that’s Chrift the eme thing neceffary, in whom only swe

are complete, Col. 2. 10. Happy the World may account, and
all us, Pfa).49.13. if with fny;dac we bear the Bag : But yet
o Tiii 2 . for

W ufr
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for all that fo Happy, or Miferable rather, that with him, if
we have nothing elfe, it had been better for us that we bad never
been Born, raifed from a Sick-bed, and upon it fall more defpe-
rately Sick to the very Death of Wontonnefs and Luft. Prifon-
Door fet open, and then run wild from God, as it was ufual
with Ifrael, delivered to all thofe Abominations, Jer. 7. 10. fet
free from Oppreflors and Enemies that fought againft the Body,
and then more than ever inflaved and inthralled to Satar and
thofe Lafls, that fight againlt owr Sowls. As God told Irael,
if the Canaanites thould be fuddenly deftiroyed, the wild Beafls
would devour them. Wild Lufts are thefe wild Beafts, which
raven moft in the quict Night, when the feorching Sus of Per-
fecution is fer: And like Vermin, brecd fafteft when the Wea-
ther is warmeff. And is there not then need of a further Salve-
tion 2 o

2. And fo fecondly, On the other hand, when God completeth
an outward Mercy and Deliverance, he is wont to do more for
the inward than for the outward Man; in Mercy to Hezekiab’s
Soul draws his.Body oxt of the Pit of Corruption, and cafts bis
Sins bebind bis Back further, than he leaves his Sick-bed be-
hind him. A bleffed thing to have a good Uprifing from a Sick-
bed, that we Relapfe not.  Mercy is to be taken with a trem-
bling Hand, When he plucks David out of the miry Clay, then
Jets bis Feet upon the Rock, and orders bis goings, Plal, 40. 2.
TO delivering Mercy adds gwiding Mexcy, as to Fernfalem,
2 Chron. 32, 22. when an Out- gate from Mifery isan Inlet to
Grace,and (o to Heaven : And the {ame good Hand that drew me
ot of the Water, leads me to she Rock that’s bigher than I5 that s,
a full complete Deliverance. And therefore (as fome of our
Divines obferve) it’s ufual with the Prophets, when they made
largeft Promifes of greatelt Profperity to Ifrael, to ground
them upon, or to clofe them with fomething of Chrift, as in
whom both {uch Promifes and Mercies had their full Zccomplith-
ment : All our Good being {0 far indeed good, as it. leads us on
to Chrift and his better Salvation.

Which, in the Application of it, fhews us (Firft) a broad
difference between a Right-bern, and a Baflard Ifraelite. The
Sons of the Concubines were put off and (atisfied with Gifts, but
Haac, the Son of the Promife, muft have the Liberitance. The
Carnal Jews fit down by it in Babylon, but thofesthat were more
Spiritual returned to Zien 3 as the Raven takesup with the Car-

rion,
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rion, but the fole of the Doves foot cannot reff but upon the Arke

It’s on the one hand a plain evidence of a carnal worldly
Heart to reft {atisfied with Profperity and Safety without Chritk
and his Salvation. A fign of an Horlat, to be contented with
the Love-token without truc defire of the Lever. As of the
Mungril-Cur in the Fable, toleave the Game, and to take up
with the Gobbet caft before him : Unchafte Soul, that commiteft
folly with the Gift, and negle@eft God the Givers faftneft up-
on the Bait, and art not drawn to Chrift, who would draw
thee to himfelf by that Cord of Love: Like the Romifb Filher,
that cafts away the Nes when he hath caught the Fip he fifbed
Jor 5 openeth the Door of the Heart fo wide, as to take in an
outward Mercy from the Hand of Cbrif, and then fhuts it
againft him, who thereby would have made way for himfel to
enterin § nay, (it may be) with thofe Hwsband-men in the Go-
fpel , will kill the Heir, that they may bave the Inberitance;

akes hands and quits Chrift with Dema, to embrace the World: M. 1, 53,

Atleaft, when he hath grafped the World, careth not to reach
out to a Saviour, as Adam of old fatisfied his Appetite with the
pleafant Fruit of the Tree of kmowledg of Goed and Evil, but
cared not to taftc of the Tree of Eife. Foolifh Beople and unwife,
but dowe [G reqmite the Lord, to forget him in thofe Tokens by
" which he would be remembsed ? To lofe Chrift in the Crowd
in the midft of thofe Mercies, in and by which he would be
found: To make the End, the Means, Chrift as a Bridg only by
which we would get over to what we would cometo s and on
thecontrary, to make the Means and sy the end of our Jour-
ney, which we mean to fic down and reftin. Remember that
as Chrilt calls it bating of Father and Mother, when we un-
der-value them in comparifon of him, fo he .calls it bating
of bim, Prov.8.36. when we prefer any thing before him, or
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reftin any thing that is fhort of Him and his Salvation. But Dresel.
what ? _(Ashe faid) 4n Calum defperfti ? Wretched Man, doft 4orolog.

thou defair of Heaven, that thou thus lieft groveling on the

Earth 2 Now Swurfum Corda. And when fhall our Hearts make -

the Refponfal, Hubemus Domine 2 When we haveall, have we

~an Heart bungering and thirfting after Crift, who.is all in all,
without whom allclfc is uothing ? .

For fo on the other hand, a Facob’s, and every true Ij7selit’s

heart that is touched with fenfe of the emptinefs of all elfe, ard

the only All-fufficient fulnefs of Chriftafter fulleft drauy/.cs o}{
a

e '

-
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all other Contentments, thirfts everlaftingly till fatisfed with
him; with Miphibofbeth bids the Zibaes of the World sake all,
may but the King returs to his Soul in peace : Bids others much
good dothem with their Corn and Wine, whillt he ftill cries, Lord,
do thou lift mpow me the Light of thy Commtenance s is contentto -
part with them all for him, and therefore cannot be content with
them without him. With the Martyr faith, Valeat Pecwnia,
waleat Via, veniat Chriftw : Farewel Money, farewel Life, fare-
wel all; only come Chrift, who is more thanall, whois Al in
all. Aund though too oft in perfan&ory Duties, he puts off
Cbrift with skins and thells of Performances, yet he meancth not
to be fo put off by him with thefe bwsks and fbells of out. -
ward Contentments. No, Chrift is the Kerwel which his Peo-
pletungers after, and is only fatisfied with: And therefore the
hungry Child is not put by with-.fuch Zoys and Ratsles, but cry-
eth carneftly till it be fed with this Bread of Life: Like Rath, and
Elipa s the oneis not thaken off by Naomi, with a Go return
ts thy Motbers Hoxfe 5 vor the other with an Elijab’s faying, Tar-
rybere. But on'they will, and nothimg bus Death (as it is in
your Englify) may, uot Death it [elf fhall feparate them , as it
is in the Hebrew, Ruth. 1. 17. So a true Chriftian, wholc
Heart is indeed touched with the Love of Chrift, though he
might have Chains of Gold to bind him down to fit &ill by
what the World can afford him , yet he cannot reft but in the
Bofom of his Saviour. He cantiot be fafe in the greateft fecani-
gy that falls fhort of his Salvation. 1, this is an Ifreelite indeed,
in whom i wo guile, and let this be his Charader, which we
may judg both of him and our felves by, and not be begwil-
d

ea. . B
This, Secondly, inflrus us what is 2 right Spiritual Ufe
and Enjoyment of all outward Mercics-and Deliverances, if it
be (as the Apoftle fpeaks of Marrying Wives ) only in the
Lord. If they donot terminate our thoughts and defires foas
to take them off from Cbrift, but rather (as it was here with
Facob) proveas a Rife to Jift up our Sowls to him: And as fo
many licia, and Prole&ives, to draw them out more cameftly
towards him. The Earth isindeed an opake denfc Body, which
we ftick in; and our Eye cannot penetrate and pierce through,and
fo are earthly Contentments to carthly Hearts (like thick dull
Glafs) which intescept the Light, and dull, and almoft termi-
natc our Eye and Heart: But if all weré right, they fhould be-
: as



on GEN. 49. 18,

35 Media diaphans, as clear Chryltal Glafs, that might tranfmie
the Beams of the Sun of Righteonfuefs to our Somls : Looking=

Glaffes, in which we may fee Chrift 5 or asfo many Sbhadows, that-
‘better commend and fet out to us the Beauty of Chrift, thatby -

thefe Streams we may be led up to the Spring-Head, and by the(e
Riversled out to the Ocean.  This is the right Spiritualizingand
Sublimating thefe low and grofs carthly Enjoyments: Not a
Roficrucian Philofophica Theologizatas nor the Libertine Fami-
lit high-flown Allegorical, Myfkical Divinity 5 Or the Embx-

afts crying up the Spirit, whilft e wallows in the Lufts of the

Fley : Buta plain Honcft-hearted Chriltian’s taking advantage

from outward things, to be raifed up to Spiritual and Heaven-
ly: AsaMan from the rife of a Hill makes a greater Leap, and
as the Bird,which from the Tree takes a longer-flight 3 {o from the
advantage of the higher Ground of an outward Exaltation and
Deliverance, inftead of being lifted and puft up in Pride, to have
the Heare raifed up to diviner thoughts, and more ardent defires
of God and Heaven 3 as be, Lake 14. 15. whillt ficting ac Meat
with Cbrift, raifeth up his thoughts to the Bleffednefs of him that

" eats Bread in the Kingdom of God. This#ﬂeu is pleafant 5 but

Oh! what then is the Bread of Life? This Germens comely;
But how Glorious then the Robe of Rightcoufnefs ? This Honfe
a very good Dwelling 5 But Heaven is Ectter. O fweet Friend !
But O fweeter Saviour ! When thus thefe outward tafts do not
dull, but rather quicken the Spiritual Appetite, and make us
more hungerand thirft after fuller Meals and greater Draughts
of Cbrift and his Salvation : This is a right, (not {0 much sfing
as) improving them, which God would have us ready at,and have
a holy Skillaapd Dexterity in.  Their Anagogical Interpretati-
ons of Scrifkre are often vain, but here vas avaywymés is
truly Divine, when an holy Heart out of Tesrene and Cor
ral things extra&s the Elixir of Divineft Contemplation and Af-
fedlions to Chrift and Heaven. ,

To this purpofe God even in Paradife would have fome Trees

" Sacramental and Myfical, that Adam in that Garden might

rife higher than Pbilofopbical fpecwlation, and not perith by a
Tree of Kmowledg, but be fed and live by a Tree of Life.

And for this end likewife, Chrift as he ufeth {o many Pare--
bles, and fpiritualizeth outward things, fo he is fet out by the
Name of fome of the Chief and Choice of all kinds of Beings.

The Angeb of the Covenapr amonglt the Angels; the s“:l and
orn-
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Morning-Star in the Heavenss The Rock and Precious Stome
among the Inanimates 5 The Vineand Apple-Tree amongft Vege-
tables 5 and both Lion and Lamb amongft Senfitives. And fo
of thereft; that as Quelibet berba Dewm, {0 in cvery Creature
we fee and fzel after and find Chrift 5 and that as all of them were
at firft made by bim, {o by all we might be led to himi.

Which thexefore (in. the laft place) isthat which we fhould
all be ferioufly exhorted to :

1. That we would not have our defires terminated, and fo
take up with any or all fuch outward Mercies and Salvations
which in the World we may be entertain’d with, but ftill to
feek ov, till we find a better Saviowr and Salvation, which we
may fafely and quietly reft in 5 as Jofeph and Mary ftay not with
their Kinsfolk and Acquaintance, till they find the Child Fefus,

.Luke 2. 44, 45,46. and mean while they feek him forrowing,
ver. 48. The Beggar that is ready to die for Hunger, though
he have never fo much elfe given him, if not Food, waits fill
as wanting that which he came for, and had moft need of.

Luke 18. 41 When Chrift faid to the Blind-man, What wilt thow that I fhall '

do wnto thee ? His anlwgr is, Lord, that I may receive msy fight.
A Sinner that hath his Eyes fo far open as to fee Chrift’s Worth,
and his own want of him, would have faid, Lord, thet I might
-veceive Thee. A poor Believer hath a further and greater Ex-
rand to Chrift, than for Cors and Wine, or outward Safety and
Profperity, which thofe in Hof.7. 14. bowled spon sbeir Beds for.
He hath a Soul to be both faved and fatisfied 5 and nothing can
do either of them, but Chriftonly. O that we had fuch hun-
gring thirfting defires after him, that nothing might ftay our
Stomachs without him, much-lefs take away ourggtomachs (as
too too oft they do from him). Nor is this all 8t Speech of
Facob calls upon us for 5 not only not to be taken off or hin-
dred in the out-goings of our Souls to Chtift, by being fatis~
fied with thofe outward Mercies and Deliverances: But

2. By them (as Helps) to be drawn out and raifed up in our
defiresafterhim.  It’s great Mercy, if by any means our Hearts
may be led out to him, though they be the Horrors of Confcience
that prick us, the Terrors of the Law that whip us, outward
Wants that drive us,or Dangers that affright us : It’s well if any
thing will bring us, even Chains of Afliction will draw us to
him, but yet not fo ‘well as if they were thofe Cords of Love :
If we might be preferved in Sugar, rather than in Brine: If

com-
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comfortable Supplies and Deliverances be not as Seats to fit
down, but as Foot-flools to get up to Chrift by.

* Intimes of Wantand Danger to feck Chrilt, may be rather to
feek onr felves than bim, and to make our felves our Exd, when
we only make ufe of Chrift as a means to it. Such may be fhaken
off with Fepbtab’s check : Ye did thus and thus unto meyand why are
you come to me now that ye are in diftrefs, Judg.11.7. more out of
lov(;: 0:: your {elves than to me. And the like allo may be
faid, i

In times of enjoyment of Mercy and Deliverance we rejoyce
in God, and feem to love and praife him. This alfo may be
Self-love rather than the Love of God. They might rejoyce
. in Ged’s great Goodnefs, Neh. 9.25. who yet did w0z ferve bim
in bis great Goodwefs, ver. 35. And he might fay, Bleffed be
God, for 1 am. rich, Zech. 11. §, who yet never truly prailed
him. This may be but their following of Chrift for Losves,
John 6.26. astheRoman Emperours did Populum annond de- rieinfius
merers. L4 Exercit,

But thus to love God and Chrift in his Mercies, that He is
the Oyl of Gladnefs, {wimming on the top-of all ; that we are
no way fatisfied with them without him, and beft {atisficd when
-we enjoy Him in them and by them; this fhews the ingennity
-of our Love, and that it’s not the World or Self, but Chrift that
is the Objeét of it : That as Paul faid to his Corinthians, I feck

not yowrs, but yous fo it is not our felves, but Chrift that we ; Cor. 12. 14.
love and defire; and not his Portion, but his Perfon ;3 and not (o
much Man’s, as bis Salvation. : '

And therefore (to conclude) as in all owr gettings, we are to
get Wifdom, Prov. 4.7. So, inallour feckings let us feek af-
ter Chrift: And in and above all our Enjoyments let us enjoy

and eye Him. As Facob here in Sampfon’s falvation had a
further longing look at His.  And fo Hamnab, 1 Sam. 2. in a

Samuel looks at a Saviowr. And therefore (as it hath been
obferved by fome) her Song at his Birth, and Mary’s at the
news of Chrift’s, in many Paflages of both vesy much agree,
and are perfe@ Unifons. And this further that Songof Han-
nab will to our prefent purpofe inform us, that the Eying of
Chrilt in all other Mercies will, .

- 1. Make little Mercies great. As the Diamond adds Va-
lue to the Brafr-Ring. And the Figure added makes empty
Cyphers vafteft Numbers, And fo yloﬁukﬂll{all{l obferve that Hannah

in
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in that Sowg for her gaining a Son, and prevailing againft her
Adverfary Peninnab, as concerning their Houfhold-talk, and
Womens Brabbles, fpeaks of greater' Matters, carrics it in a
very high Key, in the firain of a Triumphant Song of fome
glorious Conquerour : And {uch indeed Chrift was, whom fhe
in that looked ats and where ever Faith feeth him, it fecth
Magnum , though in Perve, which will make little Mercies
reat. .

5 2. Will not (be they never fo great) let the heart reft in
them, which would be a dangerous Difcafe of a vain love-fick
Soul, like thof¢ Obftru&tions in the Body, when thofe Veflils,
that fhould convey Spirit and Nourifhment to the other parts,
ftop and intercept them by the way 3 but like the Tennis-Ball
toucheth upon the Ground, yet thereby rebounds upward; o
it from the Earth mounts up Heaven-ward 5 as Facob here from
deliverance by Sampfon, nifeth up to Chrift’s. Though.Samp-
Jon a5 the Serpemt by the way [o bites the Horfe beels, thas bis
Rider falls backwmf: and fo hesis faved from him, yet that’s
not enough, not all that he looks for: And therefore he adds,
I bave waised for thy Salvation,. O Lord. i

And fo Lord do thow ever wait to be Gracions,

Amen, and Amen.

SER-
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